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> FROM THE PRESIDENT 


HOME FIELD ADVANTAGE 


his is an exciting and historic time for Oberlin’s athletics and health and 
wellness programs. On November 15, we broke ground on the Austin E. 
Knowlton Athletics Complex at Oberlin College, which will replace Savage 
Stadium. This new, multipurpose, all-weather facility was made possible by an 
$8 million gift—the largest, single gift in Oberlin athletics history—from the 
Austin E. Knowlton Foundation. 

Like many of you, I have fond memories of watching the Yeoman football team play at 
Savage Stadium. But the stadium, which is crumbling and used only six times a year for 
home games, opened in 1925, when Oberlin was just four years removed from beating Ohio 
State University in Columbus. We remain the last Ohio school to beat the Buckeyes. 

Our student-athletes gave the old field a fine send-off by handily defeating Hiram 
College. Some 1,800 students, faculty, staff, alumni, parents, and friends attended the 
groundbreaking. It was wonderful to see how excited they were about the new stadium, 
which is scheduled to open in fall 2014. The Knowlton Complex will have lights and 
artificial turf, a state-of-the-art press box, new grandstands for home and visiting spectators, 
and a new support facility with home and visitor locker rooms, as well as innovative meeting 
and social spaces available to the campus community. Six of our men’s and women’s varsity 
teams will use the field, as will fitness classes and club and intramural sports including 
ultimate Frisbee, rugby, and soccer. 

The new complex will fill a pressing need in the area of athletics and health and wellness 
and is part of a broader renovation of our outdated fitness, sports, and recreation facilities. 
The number of students using the Jesse Philips Physical Education Center’s exercise facilities 
has skyrocketed since it opened in 1971, primarily as a men’s gym. And Oberlin now offers a 
full slate of women’s varsity and club sports in keeping with Title IX. While we have 
substantially upgraded the strength and cardio fitness facilities in Philips, it is a struggle to 
accommodate the growing demands on the gym from our campus and community. 

The Knowlton Complex and other improvements will provide great benefits to our 
students, faculty, staff, and fellow Oberlin residents. We believe the Knowlton complex will 
also make Oberlin more attractive to prospective students and enable us to better serve the 
college and the community by hosting a variety of events, competitions, and camps. 

That is why improving our facilities and programs is a priority of Oberlin Illuminate, our 


comprehensive campaign. With your help, we will build a bright future for health, wellness, 
and athletics at Oberlin. 


MarvVIN KRrISsLov 
President, Oberlin College 


ROGER MASTROIANNIW 


(FUTURE) LEADERS 
WANTED. 


This summer, high school 
Students from across 
the country will put 
Oberlin at the epicenter 
of a new, sustainability- 
oriented leadership 
development pipeline. 


An experiential learning 
Opportunity as unique as 
the institution hosting it. 


Foresight Leadership & 
Sustainability Initiative at 
Oberlin (FLSI@Oberlin) 


July 20— August 2, 2014 


LETTERS, WINTER 2014 


Obereactions 


NOTES ON CAMP 


s a Sansei (third generation Japanese 

American), “Oberlin Vouches for Them” 
(Fall 2013) touched me to the core. My family, 
as well as others on the West Coast, was sent 
to internment camps during WWII. I recall my 
father’s pride when I graduated from the 
University of California, Berkeley, something 
he was prevented from doing due to the 
evacuation. It is the same pride and gratitude 
I will feel when my son graduates from Oberlin 
College this spring. It is my hope that he will 
live up to the traditions of scholarship, 
character, and humanity, which are the 
traditions of Oberlin. 


SUSAN NISHI STEVENS 
Bow, N.H. 


y husband is a 2003 Oberlin grad, and 
M we both read the magazine. My thanks 
to Lisa Chiu, Clyde Owan, Kenneth Grossi, 
Cassandra Guevara, and the rest of the 
magazine staff for your feature story. I was 
deeply moved by the stories of Alice Takemoto, 
Kenji Okuda, Dave Okada, and their col- 
leagues, as well as the ongoing work to educate 
younger generations. We should never 
forget how easy it was for seemingly rational 
Americans to justify a grave civil and human 
rights violation in the name of national 
security. I am glad to know that Oberlin saw 
through these discriminatory and racist 
policies for what they were. 


KATHERINE YUN (PRINCETON ’00) 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


hank you for the wonderful article. My 

grandfather was interned at Minidoka. 
l’m not surprised that Oberlin opened its doors 
to Japanese American students during a time 
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when it would have been easy to give in to 
racial prejudice and unfounded fears. Oberlin’s 
commitment to access, diversity, and inclusion 
is One reason I was drawn to it. For Bay-area 
readers interested in learning more about the 
internment, I recommend visiting the Japanese 
American Museum of San Jose. 


Kay Kusupa ZIMMER ’78 
San Jose, Calif. 


Vee readers might be interested in reading 
the definitive book about the national 
experiences of such students nationwide. Allan 
W. Austin’s From Concentration Camp to 
Campus (Urbana, 2004) tells that story and 
includes several references to Oberlin. Many 
elite institutions have less than creditable 
history on that score. 


ROGER DANIELS 
Hobart, Wash. 


The author is the Charles Phelps Taft 
Professor Emeritus of History at the University 
of Cincinnati. 


he cover feature stirred some vivid 

memories for me. I was a “townie” during 
WWII, as my dad, Vince Hart Sr., was the 
investment executive at the college during 
those years. We were living in a large house 
known then as The Pines, so we had lots of 
room for guests. Especially during the war 
years, my parents made a practice of inviting 
students from far away to be our guests during 
the Christmas holidays and at other times. A 
number of important friendships were formed 
that way, especially with students from 
overseas. The story of displaced Japanese 
American students brought to mind one 
displaced person in particular. Anna Edwards 
was a Philippine American, her father an 
American missionary. The family was trapped 
by the Japanese occupation of the southern 
island where her father had been doing work. 
His nationality put them at even greater risk 
than the native population. Anna and one or 
more siblings were spirited out of the country 
under cover of darkness to a submarine that 
took them to Australia. I believe she was still of 
high-school age at the time. After a year of 
living further east in the U.S., Anna came to 
Oberlin and into what proved a lifelong 
relationship with our family. It would be 
interesting if someone would search out the 
stories of what must have been other Oberlin 


students who arrived during WWII as persons 
displaced from places around the world. 


VINCE Hart Jr.’53 
Tacoma, Wash. 


D eepest thanks for your research into the 
college’s active role in offering a hospi- 
table academic environment to Japanese 
American students. I recall Professor Ron 
DiCenzo referencing this once in a class, but I 
had not realized how concerted an effort the 
school had made, nor had I known that the 
student body elected Kenji Okuda president of 
the student body. I’m grateful to learn of this 
proud moment in Oberlin’s history. 


SOPHIE RICHARDSON ’92 
Takoma Park, Md. 


PEAKING 


> 


I climbed the highest points of the lower 48 
states during my 60s (“Staying in the Game, 
Summer 2013). My athletic activity while at 
Oberlin was limited to modern dance. I am still 
hiking/climbing. My new goal: high points of 
the counties in Nevada. John Erikson was a 
classmate of mine. 


SQUEEK STEELE LA VAKE ’61 
Virginia City, Nev. 


SIGEL CATALOG 


t’s great that you featured Carl McDaniel’s 

book Trail Magic and mentioned his 
forthcoming book At the Mercy of Nature. 
However, I was disappointed that you did not 
mention where people can find those books 
(www.sigelpress.com), and that his publisher is 
an Oberlin College alumnus. 


THOMAS SIGEL 786 
Medina, Ohio 


Oberlin Alumni Magazine welcomes comments 
from readers, Please address your letters to 
Oberlin Alumni Magazine, 247 WW. Lorain St., 
Suite C, Oberlin, OH 44074-1089; or e-mail: 


alum.mag@oberlin.edu. Letters may be edited for 
clarity and space. Additional letters may appear on 
OAM's website at www.oberlin.edu/oam 


Around the Square 


Ravel Revelry 


IT'S BEEN A FEW YEARS SINCE YOLANDA 
Kondonassis, an assistant professor who is also 
one of the world’s most widely recorded ha rpists, 
first articulated her plan to celebrate the music 
of French composer Maurice Ravel in a way 
that would also celebrate the great artistry woven 
into the fabric of Oberlin. What resulted this fal] 
was a fully formed showcase of the conservatot y 
hiring on all cylinders. 

Phough this idea started four years ago, it 
(ook a variety of twists 


to pas ays | ondonassis 


and turns to make it come 


First off, she orchestrated a remarkable 
convergence of Oberlin talent: faculty flutist 
Alexa Still and clarinetist Richard Hawkins: the 
Jupiter Quartet, the conservatory’s own ensemble 


in residence featuring alumna violist Liz 


Freivogel ’00; soprano Ellie Dehn ’02, a rising star 


on the international opera circuit; and pianist 
spencer Myer ’00, who has performed as a soloist 
with many of the world’s top symphonies. 

“In the end, we decided to make it a project 
where absolutely everybody had a direct 


relationship with Oberlin,” Kondonassis says. 


"We really wanted everyone to be invested in 


Oberlin, because that’s the best way to demon 


strate what Oberlin has to offer.” 

The forces united on campus in January 2013, 
amid the desolate chill of winter term. Over 
three days of recording in Clonick Hall, the 
musicians captured four pieces by Ravel that 
came to be known as Intimate Masterpieces—the 
album that would signal the formal launch of 
Oberlin Music, the conservatory’s record label. 

With plans to release the album in the fall of 
2013, the project became a natural fit for Oberlin’s 
Artist Recital Series. The first concert of the new 
season, “Ravel: Intimate Masterpieces,” took place 
in November to coincide with the release. Just two 


days before taking the stage at Finney Chapel, the 


Assistant Professor of Harp 
Yolanda Kondonassis and 
members of the Jupiter Quartet 
at Finney Chapel 


ensemble performed the same program at the 
nascent New York City nightclub SubCulture. 
Kondonassis marvels at the pure artistry of 
namely, the fact that no label reps or 
record company geeks had the chance to say 
This will never work. 
Ne’re all really proud of this one,” she 
with a smile. “It’s the exact combination 
hope for: great music, great players, great 
and the support to do it right.” 
21K BURNETT 
Ravel: Intimate Masterpieces and other Oberlin 
Music titles are available through Amazon and iTunes. 


more at oberlin.edu/oberlinmusic 
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Among the alumni 
returning to campus this 
fall for talks, lectures, 
master classes, 
residencies, readings, 
recordings, recitals, and 
other presentations were 
Ohio State University 
professor of economics 
and anthropology Richard 
Stackel ‘66, poet and 
nonprofit administrator 
Anne Marie Macari ‘77, 
doctor and inventor Bil! 
Cohn ‘82, New York Times 
White House 
correspondent Peter Baker 
‘88, senior fellow at the 
Brookings Institute 
Benjamin Wittes ‘90, film 
producer and author 
Anthony Arnove ‘91, 
composer Michael 
Klingbeil ‘96, composer 
Aurie Hsu ‘97, baritone 
David Adam Moore ‘97, 
University of Chicago 
associate professor and 
comics expert Hilary Chute 
‘98, composer Mark Barden 
‘03, research associate at 
IMPAQ International 
Nzinga Broussard ‘02, 
commissioning agent with 
Group14 Engineering 
Brody Wilson ‘02, arts 
writer Alicia Eler ‘06, 
senior associate editor at 
The Atlantic Rebecca 
Rosen ‘06, scholar Erica 
Tempesta ‘07, and 
composer Alex Christie ‘09. 


The 2013 Ohioana Book 
Awards included two 
winners with Oberlin 
connections. Former 
Pauline Delaney Professor 
of Creative Writing Martha 
Collins, editor-at-large for 
FIELD magazine and one 
of the editors of the 


Oberlin College Press, won 
the award for poetry for 
her collection White 
Papers. Novelist Tracy 
Chevalier ‘84 won for best 
fiction set in Ohio for her 
novel The Last Runway. 
Ohioana Awards are given 
in recognition of a writer's 
contribution to the literary 
and cultural life of Ohio. 


The conservatory has 
initiated a new Master of 
Contemporary Chamber 
Music (MCCM) program, 
which is designed for 
preexisting chamber 
ensembles. 


Oberlin College and 
architecture firm Westlake 
Reed Leskosky were 
presented the Honor 
Award by the American 
Institute of Architects 
(AIA) for the new 
ensemble room—now 
called Stull Hall—on the 
third floor of Bibbins Hall 
at the 2013 AIA Cleveland/ 
ASID Ohio North Design 
Awards in November. 


The West Lecture Hall in 
the Science Center has 
been renamed the Nancy 
Schrom Dye Lecture Hall, 
in honor of Oberlin 
College's 13th president. 
Both President Marvin 
Krislov and President Dye 
attended the hall's 
dedication on October 29. 


Griffin Sabelli 14 ranked 
third in the country for 
collegiate bowlers. An 
Oberlin resident, Sabelli 
has played at College 
Lanes since he was a 


junior bowler 


Oberlin’s soccer team tied 
the school record for wins 
In a season with a 13-3-4 
record. This year's team 
also established a new 
school record for shutouts 
IN a season with 10, and 
the 16 goals allowed are 
the fewest of any team in 
longtime coach Blake 
New’s 16-year tenure. The 
team made it to the 
second round of the NCAA 
Division Ill tournament, 
where they lost to the 
University of Rochester 
Yellow Jackets. 


More than 400 area 
children and their families 
took part in the 
Department of Athletics’ 
first Track or Treat event 
on Halloween. Oberlin 
teams set up stations 
around the track that 
featured activities and, 

of course, candy. 


The Launchu Pitch 
Competition, in which 
Oberlin student, faculty, 
and alumni entrepreneurs 
present business plans 
to real-world investors for 
feedback and funding 
opportunities, will be live 
streamed via the conser- 
vatory website. The pitch 
competition takes place 
February 1, 2014, from 


9am to 4 pm. Visit oberlin. 


edu/conservatory and 
click on the Listen Live 
button. The pitch competi- 
tion is the culmination 

of this year’s Launchu, an 
intensive program 
designed to accelerate the 
development and launch 


of Oberlin entrepreneurs. 


For more news 


see oberlin.edu/oan 


Around the Square 


Marisa Novak ‘15 
plays Hansel, while 
rising opera star 
Karen Jesse 04 plays 
the witch in 

Hansel und Gretel. 


Though originally written 120 years ago for children for Christmas, the opera Hansel und Gretel 
has pretty dark roots (abandonment, starvation, and cannibalism are among the fairy tale’s major concerns). In the 
Oberlin Opera Theater version this fall, directed by Associate Professor of Opera Theater Jonathon Field, it gets 
darker still. A psychological drama with a voodoo aesthetic, the opera depicts the children’s violence as less heroic 
than cathartic. “That act of killing the witch,” says Field, “empowers them in a very strange way.” 


OBERLIN HAS RECEIVED AN $8 MILLION GIFT FROM THE AUSTIN E. 
Knowlton Foundation to create a new, multipurpose athletics complex that 
is positioned to be one of the finest Division III facilities in the country. 
The Austin E. Knowlton Athletics Complex at Oberlin College will be 
named in honor of the late Ohio businessman who created the foundation 
through his estate to support colleges and universities throughout the 
Midwest. The athletics complex will replace the outdated football stadium 
with an all-weather, multipurpose field with lights and artificial turf, 
suitable for nearly every athletics team or club sport on campus. The 
complex will include a state-of-the-art press box, new grandstands for 
home and visiting spectators, and a new support facility with home and 
visitor locker rooms, as well as innovative meeting and social spaces 
available to the campus community. Austin E. “Dutch” Knowlton was the 
owner and chairman of the Knowlton Construction Company in 


Bellefontaine, Ohio. He was an original founding partner of the Cincinnati 
Bengals and a minority owner of the Cincinnati Reds in the 1970s. 


,WI TOS ASWNWINE I 


DESCRIBED AS A PLAYWRIGHT WHO ROVED 
along many intellectual paths,” Romulus 
Zachariah Linney IV ‘53 wrote three novels, four 
opera librettos, 20 short stories, and 85 plays. 
Linney “may be our bravest living playwright,” 
Ben Brantley wrote in the New York Times in 
1996, “running from rural dramas about 
hillbilly homicides to lush meditations on Lord 
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Byron's ghost and Frederick the Great.” When 
Linney died in 2011 at the age of 80, the lights of 
Broadway were dimmed in his honor. 

At Oberlin, the honor took place over a busy 
October weekend, as the college celebrated the 
theater great with “Drama in Every Human Life: 
The Art of Romulus Linney ’53,” a series of 
events that included performances, exhibits, 
lectures, and a symposium. 

The celebration included five short plays 
performed in Little Theater and a world 
premiere staged reading of an unproduced 
Linney play, The Flower Hunter, directed by 
John Dillon. Other events included a lecture 
by Laura Callanan, Linney’s widow, about James 
Houghton, who formed the Signature Theatre 
Company after being inspired by the works 
of Linney; a lecture by Leslie Maslow ‘90, 
who studied with Linney; a master class by 
accomplished actress Kathleen Chalfant; and 
an exhibit of original materials from the Oberlin 
College Archives and those lent by Appalachian 
State and the Linney family. “Romulus 
Linney’s Legacy: A Symposium,” moderated 
by Professor Roger Copeland, featured Chalfant, 
director John Dillon, playwright Leslie Maslow 


90, and, via Skype, Linney’s daughter, actress 


Laura Linney. 


The Oberlin College Archives, 
working with alumni from 
the 1950s and ’60s, has 
created a digital archive of 
material related to Oberlin 
College and the civil rights 
movement. The collection 
was prompted in part by the 
summer 2012 article in this 
magazine, “Memories of a 
Movement.” For that story, 
writer EJ Dickson ’11 inter- 
viewed scores of individuals 
involved in the civil rights 
movement and collected 
photographs, membership 
cards, letters, and newspaper 
articles that are or will be a 
part of this collection. 

A work-in-progress, the 
Oberlin Civil Rights 
collection will continue to 
grow as it takes in and digi- 
tizes new material. Above, 
David Owen ’66 is tended 

to after he and other volun- 
teers were beaten with 
steel rods while canvassing 
in Mississippi in 1964. 


View the collection at dcollections.oberlin.edu 
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Thought Process 


viewed for his position at Oberlin 
in 1990, his future colleague, 
Colley, tagged along for the ride. 
Twenty years later, Urchin Colley 
'13 became one of Bosch’'s class- 
room and research students. 
Now they have coauthored the 
article “Figurative Mosaics from 
Flexible Truchet Tiles,” which was 
published in the Journal of 
Mathematics and the Arts in 
October. Sebastien Truchet was 
an 18th-century engineer and 
Carmelite cleric who discovered 
that square tiles divided diago- 
nally into white and black halves 
could form an infinite number 

of pleasing patterns. Bosch takes 
the practice a step forward by 
warping the diagonals in such 

da Way as to create contrasts and 
depict a realistic image. Bosch 
has also deployed dominoes 

for his artwork, which includes 
large-scale portraits of Marilyn 
Monroe, President Obama, and 
Jean Truchet, as well as math- 
derived 3-D printed sculptures. 
This image, Bosch’s rendering 

of Vincent van Gogh's Starry 
Night, which uses a star-like 
variation on Truchet tiles and is 
thus called Starry Starry Night, 
is included in the journal article. 
To see more of Bosch’s artwork, visit 
www.dominoartwork.com. 


Susan Colley, gave him a ride to 
infant daughter, Diane “Urchin” 


When artist and Professor of 
Mathematics Robert Bosch inter- 
the Cleveland airport. Susan’s 
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Thought Process 


BOOKSHELF 


Recent Releases 


Love for Sale and Other Essays 


Clifford Thompson ‘85 
AUTUMN HOUSE PRESS, 2013 


This new collection of essays includes work that 
originally appeared in the Threepenny Review, 
the Iowa Review, Commonweal, Film Quarterly, 
Cineaste, Oxford American, and Black Issues Book 
Review. Thompson draws unexpected connec- 
tions between the arts and between artists, 
finding commonality between Zadie Smith and 
Clint Eastwood and between Charles Mingus 
and Robert Altman, for instance. “With this 
selection,” critic Phillip Lopate writes, 
Thompson “vaults to the front ranks of essayists 
of his generation.” The author was among the 
winners of the 2013 Whiting Writers Awards, 
given to 10 emerging writers who show great 
promise (it includes a cash prize of $50,000). It 
appears that his decision to self-publish his first 
book, the novel Signifying Nothing, has paid off. 


They Raised Me 
Up: A Black Single 
Mother and 

the Women Who 
Inspired Her 

By Carolyn Marie 
Wilkins ‘73 


UNIVERSITY OF 

MISSOURI PRESS 

This memoir focuses 
on the many 
challenges the author 
faced when she moved 
to a gritty suburb 

of Boston to try to 
make it in the music 
world. But it also tells 
of the inspiration 

she gained from 
several ancestors who 
took similar paths 


before her 


THE 
Continental Drift 
Controversy 


introduction of Seafloor Spreading 


HENRY RLEFRANKED 


The Continental 
Drift Controversy 
Henry Frankel ‘66 
CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY 
PRESS 

If you're familiar 
with the big debate 
between the fixists 
and the mobilists, 
you probably 
already have this 
four-volume work, 
published last year. 
The book earned 
Its non-geologist 
author the Sue Tyler 
Friedman Medal 
for 2013 from the 
Geological Society 
London, but it's 
safe for the general 


reader 


Slippery Rock 
Mostly Other People 
Do the Killing, 
Featuring Moppa 
Elliot ‘01 and 

Peter Evans ‘03 

HOT CUP RECORDS 


Jazz bands who care 
about traditions 
usually harken back a 
bit farther than the 
widely unloved 
smooth jazz of the 
1970s and ‘80s. But 
the group, which the 
New Yorker recently 
put in league with 
the Lounge Lizards, 
has no guilt gleaning 
the era's gilt. 


Civil 

Disobedience: 

An American 
Tradition 

Lewis Perry ‘60 

YALE UNIVERSITY PRESS 


The author, an 
emeritus history 
professor at St. Louis 
University, traces 
what he sees as the 
distinctly American 
tradition of civil 
disobedience back to 
18th-century 
evangelicalism and 
republicanism and 
offers insights into 
modern movements 
that built on these 
movements, 


Bechdel Stands 
Test of Time 


IN A 1985 STRIP FROM HER COMIC DYKES 
to Watch Out For (see right), Alison 
Bechdel ‘81 had one of her characters 
explain her rule for what movies she sees. 

“T only go to a movie if it satisfies three 
basic requirements. One, it has to have at 
least two women in it... who, two, talk to 
each other about, three, something 
besides a man.” The rule has become 
known as the Bechdel Test, and it’s 
become an influential guide among 
feminists for evaluating film. In fact, a 
group of Swedish cinemas recently 
adopted the test for films they show as a 
way of drawing attention to the number 
of films that don’t pass it. Bechdel says 
she meets some young people who know 
her name only from this test, and not 
from her comic strip or books, which 
include the widely praised New York 
Times bestseller Fun Home. 

Although Bechdel brought the concept 
to the masses (and, apparently, the Swedes), 
she credits her friend Liz Wallace for 
coming up with the rule. But Bechdel 
believes Wallace may have originally 
gotten the idea from Virginia Woolf. 

“The Bechdel Test is really a boiled- 
down version of chapter five in A Room of 
One’s Own,” Bechdel says. In that 1926 
work, which Bechdel read while at 
Oberlin, Woolf peruses a fictitious book 
and muses about how its two female 
characters are friends with one another 
and have interests beyond domesticity. 
a rarity for women in literature. “Suppose, 
wrote Woolf, “that men were only 
represented in literature as the lovers 
of women, and were never the friends of 
men, soldiers, thinkers, dreamers; how 
few parts in the plays of Shakespeare 
could be allotted to them: how literature 
would suffer!” 

Though at times she’s felt ambivalent 
about the way the test has been discussed 
in the media, Bechdel is now embracing 
the phenomenon. “After all,” she writes 
in a November post on her blog, 


> 


dykestowatch outfor.com, “the test is 
about something I have dedicated my 
career to: the representation of women 


who are subjects and not objects.” 
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it changed. BY ALICIA SMITH’ 


TT TOOK ONLY 20 MINUTES— 
HALF A REGULATION COLLEGE 
BASKETBALL GAME. WIT 
SPORTSCENTER PLAYING IN 


the background, Natalie Winkelfoos, Oberlin’s newest Delta Lodge Director 
of Athletics and Physical Education, channeled her inner coach as her 
partner Jennifer Reimer brought Griffin into the world like a champ. 

“It was like coaching a game,” the 32-year-old recalls. “I was providing 
instruction and encouragement. I was excited. I was scared. I was 
sweating. The doctor and nurses were completely entertained by us.” 

Griffin Robert Reimer-Winkelfoos came into the world on July 8, 2012, 
just like any other baby—crying, adorable, and unaware of why the world 
was suddenly so bright. Reimer and Winkelfoos introduced themselves to 
their little bundle of joy, smothering him with hugs and kisses. Then, the 
unofficial baby examination began: 10 fingers, 10 toes—all digits were 
intact. But for Winkelfoos, there was an unspoken knowingness that 
something was different. She noticed atypically small ears—traits not 
shared by Reimer or the couple’s sperm donor—a tall, Caucasian man 
with wavy hair. The donor was college-educated, artistic, athletic, and 
most importantly, had a clean bill of health. They knew everything about 
Mr. Sperm Donor except his real name. 

The newborn’s life was planned for him before he even took his first 
breath. They expected that one day he would attend Stanford University 
and dominate on the varsity golf team. It was a plan his mothers were 
certain would lead to his career as a professional golfer and a “life of 
leisure on the links” for his parents. 

Winkelfoos and Reimer met in 2006. Allegheny College’s men’s and 
women’s basketball teams were playing a double-header at Oberlin. 
Winkelfoos, or “Coach Wink” as her players called her at the time, was 
the assistant women’s basketball coach for Oberlin. Reimer was the head 
coach for the women’s basketball team at Allegheny. As the men’s game 
tipped off, the two started chatting when one of Allegheny’s women’s 
players approached them. 

“Do you guys know each other?” she asked. 

“No, not really,” Winkelfoos responded. 

But to Winkelfoos, it felt like they did. She and Reimer hit it off and 
kept in touch throughout the season. Later, they ran into each other at a 
high school tournament in Columbus where college coaches seek to recruit 
future players. It was St. Patrick’s Day, and Winkelfoos was the only one 
not wearing green (“I didn’t want to look like everyone else!” she says). 
Her distinction paid off, and Reimer spotted her from across the room. 

After dating long distance for a year, Reimer relocated to the Cleveland 
area when the head women’s basketball coaching job at Case Western 
Reserve University became available. Winkelfoos makes a point of being 
open about her relationship with Reimer. One of her goals as the director 


of athletics is to combat stereotypes of lesbians, particularly those in 
athletics. She identifies as gay, but her sexual orientation and appearance 
don’t define her. More importantly, she wants to love who she loves 
without being categorized. 

“It’s important to me that our student-athletes can see the personal side 
of me. I’m not just the athletics director—they will see my partner and 
my son standing on the sidelines with me,” she says. “I hope to empower 
people to embrace their true selves by just being open and honest about 
who | am. If there are students or colleagues who think that they can’t 
have a ‘typical life’ with children and a good job because they are gay, 
then I want them to be able to look at my family and say, ‘They have it. 
You know—I can have that too!’ It’s healthy to see healthy relationships 
whether they are same-sex or not.” 

Both Winkelfoos and Reimer knew that one day they wanted to 
expand their family, and Griffin was just what they had dreamed of. 
Winkelfoos imagined parenting would be straightforward. Every day they 
would feed him, clean him, clothe him, and put him to sleep. She 
assumed her work ethic would help her excel as a mother just as she had 
as a basketball player: her career at Ohio’s Bucyrus High School ended 
with more than 1,000 points scored, and she still holds the scoring record 
for both boys and girls. In college, she set a school record at Baldwin- 
Wallace University for three-point shooting percentage. 

They'd teach Griffin to love basketball too. On game days they’d take 
him to Cleveland to watch Reimer coach at Case Western. On other days, 
he'd yell “Go Yeo!” from the bleachers of Philips Gym. 

Their first night together in the hospital with their newborn was long 
awaited. They were finally a family of three. 

The next morning, they received unexpected news. 


WINKELFOOS' LIFE OVER THE PAST SEVERAL YEARS HAS BEEN FULL 
of unanticipated turns—particularly her meteoric rise through the ranks 
of Oberlin’s athletics administration. 

Fresh out of Kent State University’s graduate program in higher education 
administration and student personnel in 2005, Winkelfoos was ready to start 
on her journey to one day becoming college athletics director. Her coach at 
Baldwin-Wallace advised her that a coaching stint would help her achieve her 
goal, and Oberlin had an opening for assistant women’s basketball coach. 

“Coaching at Oberlin really opened my eyes to the mental aspect of the 
game. The student-athletes are wildly intelligent. My mindset [as a player} 
Was just to go out and play. If my coach told me I needed to run through a 
brick wall, I may have done it,” Winkelfoos says. “But an Oberlin student 


asks why. ‘Because I said so’ does not work with Oberlin student-athletes. 


Over the next few years, she took advantage of open opportunities in 
Oberlin’s athletics administration, touching nearly every rung of the 
leadership ladder. From her coaching debut in 2005 until she took over as 
the director of athletics in December 2012, she went from wearing a 
whistle to organizing promotional campaigns to orchestrating meetings 
with some of the college’s most-respected alumni. Never taking herself 
too seriously, she even wore a giant hot dog costume at a Yeowomen 
soccer game as part of the “Franks for Coming” campaign to draw in 
more student fans via free hot dogs. 

Former Oberlin College Director of Athletics Joe Karlgaard, who has been 
a mentor to Winkelfoos, has nothing but positive things to say about her. “She 
has a way about her. She’s a very charismatic person,” says Karlgaard, who was 
recently named director of athletics, recreation and lifetime fitness at Rice 
University. “You instantly like her, and she instantly likes you.” 

It’s a trait she had long before coming to Oberlin. Cheri Harrer, her 
coach at Baldwin-Wallace, says Winkelfoos was always a “fan favorite” for 
her infectious spirit on the hardwood. “If you were to ask anyone at that 
time who their favorite player was, they would’ve said Natalie,” she says. 

Once, after making a layup during a game, she high-fived everyone on 
the Baldwin-Wallace bench on her way back to play defense. Another 
time, she took a defensive charge and did a somersault to return to her 
feet. “You could tell even then that she had this type of personality that 
allowed her to connect with people in a caring way and also have fun. 
She’s just a people person,” Harrer says. 

Most people have no idea what is going on inside her head given her 
perky, confident, smiling exterior. This was especially true after 
Winkelfoos returned to work shortly after Griffin was born. 

The morning after his birth, Winkelfoos had just gotten out of the 
shower of their hospital suite. Her wet hair was wrapped in a towel and 
she’d just put on a Stanford t-shirt when the family’s pediatrician walked 
into the room. 

The doctor came in and congratulated them on their new addition. 
Her next remark hit them like a ton of bricks: “I believe Griffin has Down 
syndrome.” 

It's a moment Winkelfoos will never forget. “I wanted to run away, but 
I couldn’t move,” she says. “I had a lot of conflicting feelings in that 
moment. I was ecstatic we had our son but frightened of our new reality.” 

Fleeting thoughts from the day before re-emerged. The possibility crossed 
her mind after Griffin’s birth when some of his features resembled those 
associated with Down syndrome. But no, she thought, it couldn’t be true. 

“Are you sure?” Reimer asked the doctor. 

“Yes. We will run tests to be certain,” she replied. 

Sure enough, tests revealed that he had 47 chromosomes instead of the 
usual 46. One extra chromosome could have big implications for Griffin— 
decreased muscle tone, smaller nasal passages, hearing troubles, and delays in 
speech. But in the immediate future, Griffin would have to call the Cleveland 
Clinic his home. He slept alot. His moms cried tears of joy and fear. 

“Why couldn’t an extra chromosome give him superpowers? How 
crazy would that be? ‘Yep. That’s my son...he can fly. No big deal. Carry 
on.” Winkelfoos jokes. “My dreams of Stanford for him had to change. 
The plans I made for him had to be adjusted.” 

For the next 42 days, the mothers split their time between their Lake 


wood 
home and the Cleveland Clinic’s neonat 


al intensive care unit, where their son 
spent the first month and a half of his life. ( oing back 
home No. 1, home No. 2, and work, w 


and forth between 
atching their boy work to get better, 


they felt like they were living the same day over and over again. As Winkelfoos 
describes it, “it was Groundhog Day.” But Griffin kept them going. 

More issues began to pile up. It was hard for him to breathe. His 
weakened heart made breastfeeding too taxing on his body, so he needed a 
feeding tube to eat. When he was six months old, he had open-heart surgery 
to mend the holes in his heart. Parenting in itself is hard—especially for new 
parents—but the unexpected challenges made life with Griffin particularly 
complex. Winkelfoos and Reimer started seeing a counselor. 

“T was never one of those people that was like, “Yay! Counseling!’ But it 
was the best thing we’ve ever done for us and for Griffin,” Winkelfoos 
says. “The majority of our time spent with her [the counselor] was us 
[Winkelfoos and Reimer] crying, being angry, and being confused. But 
we were still so happy we had Griffin. It was a rollercoaster ride.” 

Putting on a happy face at work became an additional challenge. 
Consistently being a rock of positivity as the interim director of athletics 
sometimes took its toll. 

“Many days I'd show up but not be 100 percent present. My head was 
spinning and my heart was reeling. I had to lean on my staff and colleagues to 
keep our department moving forward and to keep me going,” she confesses. 


DESPITE THE DIFFICULT TIMES, WINKELFOOS HAS ALREADY MADE 
her mark on Oberlin sports history. She is the first female director of 


athletics to oversee both men’s and women’s varsity sports and has secured 
the largest donation ever made to the athletics department ($8 million— 
see page 6). Recently, Winkelfoos served on the North Coast Athletic 


“SOME PEOPLE THINK WINNING COMES AT A COST THAT 
IS NEGATIVE, BUT I'M NOT A BELIEVER IN THAT.” 


Conference Diversity Committee to help create a program to mentor 
women and minority students. She also assisted in establishing Oberlin’s 
first-ever varsity student-athlete transgender inclusion policy. 

A fierce competitor, Winkelfoos is determined to increase the number of 
wins for every team and helping her staff recruit high-quality, committed 
student-athletes. Mostly, though, she wants to see student-athletes have an 
experience that will translate into a successful and fulfilling life after Oberlin. 

“Every day I go to work with the goal of leaving the office feeling like I 
did something to make Oberlin athletics stronger. Most don’t think 
‘powerhouse’ when they think of Oberlin athletics, but why not? Some 
people think winning comes at a cost that is negative, but I’m not a believer 
in that,” Winkelfoos says. “Like professors and deans, our coaches and 
administrators want to help students reach their full potential.” 

It’s a mindset that has been noted by others and is already paying off. 

“A lot of the teams have taken real turns, and they’re becoming a lot more 
competitive. I think that’s what she’s really bringing,” says Sean Gavin ’98, 
president of the Heisman Club, an alumni group that provides support for 
Oberlin athletes. “She’s making Oberlin believe it can be competitive in all 
sports. That’s something Oberlin has struggled with from time to time.” 
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Part of Winkelfoos’ vision for the future of the Oberlin athletics 
department lies in the physical spaces where competition and fitness take 
place. The athletics department is in the middle of a capital campaign with 
the goal of raising approximately $15 million to fund several construction 
projects, including revitalizing the Philips Physical Education Center and 
Robert Carr Pool, building a new health and wellness center, and convert- 
ing the Savage Football Stadium to a multi-use athletics complex. 

“With aged facilities we are not meeting the demands of the campus. Our 
community deserves better,” Winkelfoos says. Winkelfoos is confident these 
changes will encourage the adoption of lifelong healthy behaviors and foster 
greater interaction throughout the campus community. 

“It’s not just about varsity athletics. It’s about providing an opportunity 
for the entire campus to be well,” Winkelfoos says. “We are an incredibly 
smart collection of people. Imagine how much more innovative we could 
be if we took better care of ourselves physically and mentally. After all, a 
healthy body nourishes a healthy mind.” 

Winkelfoos’ to-do lists are long and detailed. But recently, she has 
embraced the times when to-do lists go awry. 

She never planned to still be in Oberlin, in a lifelong relationship with 
a woman, and a mommy to a child with Down syndrome. Parenthood 
has given her a greater appreciation for each day’s unexpected little 
victories: seeing two coaches working together; hearing Oberlin alumni 
gush about their time on campus; writing a clever email; or watching a 
former player thrive in life after Oberlin. 

“T love a good plan, but I have learned that it’s in the moments when a 
plan takes a different route that you learn how good of a leader you 
actually are,” she says. “You expect one thing and get another, but what 
you can still get is truly amazing.” 

Griffin is the embodiment of that. His life had a blueprint before he even 
took his first breath, but the outline of his life is being rewritten every day. 
Now a thriving 1-year-old, Griffin brings new challenges, and more 
importantly, new sources of joy and inspiration to Winkelfoos and Reimer 
than they ever could have imagined. Each week, Griffin goes to occupational 
therapy, speech therapy, and physical therapy. He goes to daycare and plays 
with other kids. He laughs a lot, especially when mommy Winkelfoos plays 
the 1...2...3...throw-Griffin-into-the-air game. He eats baby food, waves to 
strangers, and takes naps. Many people think he’s always happy, but his 
moms know he’s far from that when he doesn’t get his way. He’s a typical 
child with some atypical extra-chromosomal challenges. 

Doctors can’t be sure of the number of mountains Griffin will have to 
climb, but his muscle strength and progress throughout therapies are 
good indications of what’s to come. Griffin may not play in the 
Professional Golf Association as once planned, but his moms have no 
doubt that he will exceed whatever expectations the world puts on him. 
They love him more than they ever could have imagined. 

“Our life isn’t so different from any other family’s, we just have more 
doctors appointments,” says Winkelfoos. “He's a little Yeoman. He 
defines giving a Yeoman’s effort.” m 
ALICIA SMITH ‘10, A WRITER LIVING IN CLEVELAND, IS PURSUING A PHD IN SOCIOLOGY 
AT CASE WESTERN RESERVE UNIVERSITY 


Instructions for Publishing an Article 
about a Conceptual Art Project Written 
by the Organizers of the Project: 


Nanette Yanuzzi Ann Torke 
organizers of enact, write It. 

2. Indicate that both authors are associate 
professors of art—Yanuzzi at Oberlin, 
Torke at the University of Massachusetts, 


Boston. 


3. Collect images from Art in the Mind, 
the conceptual art project created 
by. )- | =.-, that inspired enact. 
4. Combine images from both. 

9. Print the following in the magazine: 


IT WAS 1970 WHEN THEN-OBERLIN ART PROFESSOR ATHENA TACHA 
created Art in the Mind, a collection of ideas, descriptions, drawings, 
and instructions submitted by 65 artists that was at once an exhibit, a 
catalog, and a work of art itself. Art in the Mind reflects a moment in 
the history of contemporary art-making when artists actively sought 
to engage culture, politics, and institutions through their work. The 
collection underscored ways in which ideas and language were 
becoming viable options as art. If art could exceed the boundaries of 
conventional materials and venues, perhaps it could also affect— 
however tangentially—current socio-political discourse. Its pages 
include, for instance, correspondence between artist Don Celender 
and the head of NBC, in which the artist proposes that the hosts of 
the Today Show “dress in costumes to imitate famous paintings” for 
the next six years. (NBC declined.) The art of Bruce Nauman—typed 
instructions to drill holes intoa tree and a mile into the earth and 
place microphones there—might be the activity he describes, the 
printed description itself, or simply the idea of doing it. 


For 40 years, Art in the Mind was all but forgotten in the stacks of 
Oberlin’s Clarence Ward Art Library, until I [Nanette] tracked it 
down it for a colleague who was editing a book on conceptual art 
(and who was incredulous that the work was simply in the stacks; it 
is now in Oberlin’s Special Collections). Perusing the book’s slightly 
yellowed pages and unpolished layout, I was nevertheless captivated 
by its edgy content. I shared my discovery with Ann Torke, my 
former UC-San Diego grad school classmate [and coauthor of this 
article]. Through our lively conversations, we began recognizing the 
tremendous value of this “lost” document, which seemed to be the 
impetus for the genre of performance art. Many of the catalog’s 
contributing artists, like Vito Acconci, Victor Burden, and Adrian 
Piper, had developed international reputations as a result of this 
early “idea art.” 

Inspired by this early document, we worked together to create enact, 
a virtual, internet-based art exhibition that expands upon the idea of 
conceptual art, in part to see if it still resonates for artists today. 


This set of 
handwritten 
instructions by 
artist Sol LeWitt 
was the only 
project of 

Art in the Mind 


that was actually 


carried out. 
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designed by Athena Tacha; at 


2. Art in the Mind instigator 
Tacha; 3. Enact An Act, a 
video by Melissa Smedley 
for the enact project, 
includes the artist eating a 
copy of the original Art in 
the Mind catalog. 


In curating enact, we invited artists who show a commitment 


to a conceptual framework for art, an active allegiance to critical 


interventions, or an understanding that dialogue and exchange 


can be primary motivations for art-making. Like Art in the Mind’s 
assertion that the exhibition and catalog were one in the same, we 


realized that enact should be a virtual document, in keeping with 


the values inherent in the original. 


As artists and former graduate students of a program formed 


in the 1970s and profoundly influenced by these ideas, we found 


conceptual art’s alternative approaches to art-making to be 


transformative, challenging long-held beliefs of what art is or can 


be. Like so much of the art that was occurring in California in the 


1970s, steeped in experimentation and boundary crashing, the 
legacy of conceptual art continues today. It’s our belief that art 
and activism are not mutually exclusive. It’s this idea that 

provoked an immediate affinity with Art in the Mind; artists in 


that project used humor, philosophy, and critical theory to pose 
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questions about society, culture, and art. 


The year 1970 was a time of tumultuous social and political 
change. The civil rights movement and the women’s movement 
continued to make great strides in their struggles for political 
and social equality, and Vietnam War protests continued to be 
fervent and powerful. It was the year when the National Guard 
opened fire on Kent State University antiwar protestors, killing 
four and wounding nine others. It was also the year when 
Oberlin College students Rod Singler and Cindy Stewart made 
the cover of Life magazine in an article titled “Co-ed Dorms: An 
Intimate Campus Revolution.” Artists were asking hard ques- 
tions relative to convention, the value of cultural production, 
and the conditions of institutional support, demanding account- 
ability, transparency, and equal representation based on race, 
gender, and economics. Museums, galleries, and federal granting 
agencies all became fair game. 


Part of what’s so interesting about Tacha’s Art in the Mind 
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4. For enact, Lorelei Pepi's 
“Mount Oberlins, Apology” 
proposes the creation of a hollow 
cast of Glacier Park's Mount 
Oberlin; residents would be 
transported by hot-air balloons 
filled with methane 
gas produced by the Lorain 
County Landfill to this 
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project is that it’s truly representative of a critically engaged mechanisms of a networked economy continue to privilege 


discourse in the arts, one that’s alive and well in the Oberlin art 
department today. Historian Ellen Johnson, a colleague and close 
personal friend of Tacha’s, was deeply involved in collecting the 
work of young artists at the time—many of whom would become 


commodity-driven aesthetics, artists and producers of culture are 
finding increasingly innovative ways to subvert, comment, and 
radicalize, despite (or because of) stealthy and ongoing efforts to 
coopt creativity. 


extraordinarily important in their respective fields. Some of these The work selected for enact questions, disrupts, and reassem- 
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Picture a clear and sunny September 
afternoon in Oberlin’s Park Street 
Park. A father pushes his 2-year- 

old daughter on a swing while his 


wife plays with their baby son 
nearby. It’s a fairly unremarkable 
scene—except for the Ruger SR40 
striker-fired semi-automatic pistols 
holstered at their hips. 


Brian and Janae Kuzawa of nearby Ashland County were joined in 

the park that day by a dozen others, some also toting guns, to challenge 
what they felt was the city of Oberlin’s illegal restrictions on firearms. 
They were met by about 20 counter-demonstrators. At a second demon- 
stration the following weekend, the numbers swelled, and activists 
brought bigger guns. They gathered in the playground area off South 
Pleasant Street the day before the issue was to be discussed at the Oberlin 
City Council meeting. The city was in a tough spot. Under pressure from 
a gun-rights group, the council would either have to rescind its gun ban 
in city parks to comply with state law or fight the issue in court. 

The pro-gun activists brought their guns to town to make a point, and 
they did. The image of the happy-faced—and armed—Kuzawas was 
captured by a Cleveland Plain Dealer photographer and has become 
nearly iconic. It was picked up by the Associated Press and run in 
newspapers and websites across the state and beyond. It is also Brian 
Kuzawa’s Facebook cover picture. 


THE FUSE OF THE GUN CONTROVERSY HAD BEEN LIT THE MONTH BEFORE, 
with an e-mail Brian Kuzawa sent to Oberlin Police Chief Tom Miller. 

“My wife and I, along with our kids, will be visiting a park in Oberlin 
tomorrow, and we will, as always, be lawfully carrying our handguns,” he 
wrote. “I am hoping that in so doing, we are not accosted by any officers 
of the Oberlin Police Department. Our goal is to enjoy a nice day in the 
park with our kids.” Kuzawa said the local ordinance prohibiting guns in 
city parks violates state law, and he asked the chief to respond with “any 
guidance you may have on your department’s stance on this issue.” The 
police chief told Kuzawa he had a right to bring guns into city parks. 

Ohioans for Concealed Carry is known for challenging, and some- 
times suing, towns and cities over their gun laws. The group has the 
upper hand in such arguments; the Ohio Supreme Court in recent years 
has ruled against cities—including Cleveland—that have tried to impose 
gun laws more restrictive than the state’s. The court has said that 
communities are required to follow state law, which allows guns in most 
public places, including parks. 

It was clear that Oberlin’s 1998 prohibition was antiquated—so clear 
that the city’s insurance carrier said it would not provide coverage if the 
city were sued. The city law director advised council to rescind the law. But 
many Oberlin residents, including some council members, did not want 
Oberlin to give in. They were against the presence of guns in their parks, 
and they bristled at what they saw as bullying by gun activists. 

Oberlin’s progressive heritage may have made the city an attractive 
target for gun activists. Some in town had hoped council would uphold 
that heritage by fighting for what they believed to be a moral cause. In an 
early-September sermon at First Church in Oberlin, Pastor David Hill 
urged congregants to contact their council representatives and press them 
to stand behind the gun ban. Hill talked about civil rights activists in the 


South who risked their lives to protest unjust laws. He drew a comparison 


to Oberlin residents who in 1858 undertook the famed rescue of runaway 
slave John Price in defiance of the Fugitive Slave Act. 

“Imagine if, when John Price had been spirited away out of Oberlin by 
the slave catchers seeking to return him to Kentucky, the Oberlin folks 
had said, ‘Well, the Fugitive Slave Act is the law of the land; better not get 
involved,” he said. 

Hill and other pastors met with council members, urging them to hold 
off rescinding the gun ban. “I think for many of us, when you're fighting 
an injustice, you don’t determine if you're going to fight it based on 
whether youre going to win or not,” Hill said later in an interview. 

But a divided council voted reluctantly on September 16 to change the 
law in order to avoid a costly, no-win legal battle. “The legal precedent 
was firmly established against us,” Sharon Soucy, vice president of the 
council, said in an interview. “We accepted the fact that we needed to get 
in compliance with state law and rescind the ordinance.” 

The 4-3 vote dismayed many of the 100 or so people who packed the 
council chambers that Monday night hoping to keep guns out of their 
parks. But neither did it satisfy Ohioans for Concealed Carry. The group 
had warned council that its revised ordinance was still out of bounds: It 
rescinded the gun ban, but still restricted “unlawful possession” of 
firearms in parks—language Ohioans for Concealed Carry said was 
outside the city’s authority. 

Two weeks after the council vote, the group sued the city. And a 
citizens’ group, unhappy that council had given in and allowed guns in 
parks, filed petitions for a voter referendum seeking to overturn the 
decision. Council members were under attack by both sides. 


OHIO HAS BECOME ONE OF MANY STATES TO PASS RIGHT-TO-CARRY LAWS 
and to otherwise expand gun rights over the past decade. The state also 
passed a “preemption” law, which requires all communities to follow state 
law. Ohioans for Concealed Carry, which formed in 1999, has served as a 
watchdog and routinely puts cities on notice about invalid gun laws. 

The National Rifle Association says uniform state laws rectify 
confusion stemming from a patchwork of regulations among communi- 
ties. “This affects hunters, target shooters, and firearm collectors who 
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travel through multiple jurisdictions,” the NRA said in a statement after 
Ohio passed its law. “Additionally, individuals who travel with firearms 
for personal protection are at risk of breaking the law simply by crossing 
trom one municipality to another.” 

Doug Deeken of Ohioans for Concealed Carry said there still may be 
100 cities out of compliance with state gun laws, and most repeal thelr 
laws after it’s brought to their attention. “We don’t like going around 
suing people,” he said. “But fundamental rights are fundamental rights. 
You can’t say you have a zone where certain civil rights don’t apply.” 

Despite voting narrowly to lift the gun ban, all seven Oberlin council 
members had voiced opposition, the Oberlin News-Tribune reported. 

“These folks came to town, and battle lines started being drawn,” said 
Councilman Aaron Mucciolo ’02, who voted against changing the law. 
Mucciolo said he favored tabling the ordinance because residents did not 
want council to cave. 

Councilman Bryan Burgess, who also voted against changing the law, 
came to the park to counter the pro-gun activists. He said some of them 
carried assault weapons to the second rally. Ohioans for Concealed Carry 


disputes that. (Deeken said there were “assault-style weapons,” but no 


guns that fit the definition of an assault rifle.) Several councilmen accused 


activists of intimidating residents. Deeken denied that, saying anti-gun 
activists were “foul-mouthed and vulgar.” 
Armed pro-gun activists also stirred tension when they entered 


restaurants. The owner of Lorenzo’s Pizzeria said he would not let a group 


with guns in the dining room, but allowed them patio seating outside. 
The Slow Train Cafe posted a sign forbidding firearms on the premises 
after gun-carrying activists came in one weekend. Other merchants, 
including the Oberlin Market, also posted no-firearms signs after gun 
activists came through town. “People were definitely on edge and 
concerned about people being in local establishments and parks with 
guns,” said owner Elizabeth Ramsey. 

A.G. Miller, chair of Oberlin College’s religion department and pastor 
at a local church, was among those who wanted council to take a stand. 


“From our perspective, it was a missed opportunity to galvanize the larger 


community to think more creatively about how to respond,” he said. “I’m 


Brian and Janae 
Kuzawa at Oberlin’s 
Park Street park 


not sure what can be done. State law does say 


guns are allowed in parks], 
but is state law correct, moral, or right?” 

Councilman Burgess said he didn’t want to take his kids to a park 
where people could be armed. He also didn’t want outsiders telling 
council how to run the city. “My point to them was their guns aren't 
welcome here,” Burgess said. “I don’t care if the state of Ohio says they 
have a legal right to carry a gun. Morally, it’s not right.” 

But gun-rights activists say such statements are an affront to what they 
consider a constitutionally protected right under the Second Amendment. 

“What if Oberlin had a law that said we don’t wants blacks in the parks? 
Should they be allowed to do that?” said Jim Irvine of the Buckeye 
Firearms Association, which was not involved in the Oberlin controversy. 

In a short time, Oberlin had become a flashpoint in a debate taking 
place in Washington D.C., in state capitals, and in communities across 
the nation. While the politics of gun policy heat up with each mass 
shooting, the nation remains solidly divided on gun rights. At the 
same time, states across the country have loosened gun restrictions, 
and concealed carry permits are soaring, the Wall Street Journal 
reported in July. All 50 states now have concealed-carry laws, after 
Illinois adopted a law in summer 2013. Ohio is on pace to issue more 
than 120,000 carry permits in 2013, about twice as many as in 2012. 
Ohio lawmakers have introduced 19 firearm-related bills since January 
2013, the Cincinnati Enquirer reported in August. Most of the bills 
would expand gun rights. Ohio is also considering “stand your ground” 
legislation fashioned after the Florida law that was the subject of debate 
in the 2012 shooting death of Trayvon Martin and the trial of George 
Zimmerman. The Ohio legislation would expand circumstances under 
which a person can use deadly force in self-defense. Another measure, 
House Bill 231, would allow concealed guns on college campuses and in 
day-care centers, churches, and government buildings. 

Toby Hoover, executive director of the Ohio Coalition Against Gun 
Violence, said the state has stripped local governments of any authority to 
restrict guns. “It’s a battle in Ohio,” he said. “It’s very unfortunate some 
cities are now realizing how much has been taken away from them.” 

In its lawsuit against Oberlin, Ohioans for Concealed Carry 
challenged the revised ordinance—which forbids “unlawful” firearms 
in parks—saying the city has no right to regulate guns at all. The 
lawsuit, which also names the Kuzawas as plaintiffs, said several other 
Oberlin gun ordinances don’t follow state law, including prohibitions 
against transporting loaded magazines or “speed-loading devices” in 
motor vehicles. 

Soucy said she believed the revised ordinance is on solid ground. As of 
early November, the council was still considering a response. She said it’s 
possible the council will simply rescind the challenged ordinances, as 
other cities have. 

In the meantime, council is exploring other ways to keep guns out of 
parks. Councilman Burgess said one measure under discussion is leasing 
city parks to a nonprofit group. As a private entity, a nonprofit could 
restrict guns, he said. 

There is also talk of seeking a law that would restore “home rule,” 
allowing cities policy discretion on guns in public parks. Oberlin City 
Manager Eric Norenberg said the furor over guns in Oberlin parks could 
spark a statewide campaign, and he’s spoken to other city managers about 
a joint effort. On the night it voted to allow guns in parks, city council 
also introduced a resolution urging the state to give cities such authority. 

Such an effort would be an uphill battle in Ohio’s hard-right General 
Assembly. “They want to expand gun rights as much as they can,” said 
Burgess, who is a gun owner. 

“Pm not anti-gun. But I can’t fathom why you'd want to take one toa 
playground.” = 
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Ezinga ’01, Josh Rosen ’01, 
and Naomi Sabel ’02, the 
run-down husk of the former 
Fairmont Creamery at the 
edge of Cleveland’s forever- 
almost gentrifying Tremont 
neighborhood is where imagination and 


ambition meet opportunity. 

Dried paint chips lose their tenuous grip on 
concrete and masonry walls as a wind whips 
through windowless frames. Tilted floors—once 
allowing dairy debris to wash down the drain—are 
a reminder of the building’s former working life. 
Still, the three alumni are smitten with this 
106,000-square-foot mess. They’ve lined up $14.7 
million in public and private investments to 
convert it into a hub of commercial enterprises and 
mixed-income residences. Sabel, pointing to a 
mushroom-shaped column top, says a bit rhapsodi- 
cally, “We’re going to keep these. How cool will it be 
to have these in your living space?” 

The enthusiasm of this trio—whose company, 
Sustainable Community Associates, developed a 
block of East College Street in Oberlin—is matched 
by the enthusiasm of Cleveland civic and business 
leaders who knew them from their Oberlin work. 
Rosen says it’s not uncommon for him to get a 
5 a.m. text from Cleveland Councilman Joe 
Cimperman asking, “What can I do for you today?” 

“They’re so smart, and they have the ability to 
sell their ideas to people who don’t get them at 


first,” says Cimperman. These three “knew how to _ k write 1 cigs hccaee 
__ describe the attitude of New York hipsters coming 


approach people and not be officious snobs. 
Maybe that’s the Oberlin touch—being kind but 
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also kicking butt. Maybe it’s the idea of taking on 
projects that everyone says are impossible.” 


IT’S NOT JUST THE YOUNG DEVELOPERS WHO 
see Cleveland flowing with milk and honey. A fresh, 
chance-taking spirit has settled on the place, and 
Oberlin folks have taken notice and are taking part. 
Most are drawn to the former steel town’s inexpen- 
sive real estate, rich cultural heritage, and thriving 
medical community. They’re also fond of its beer. 

As with the Fairmont Creamery, much of what’s 
new in Cleveland builds upon the best of what’s old. 
The city no longer hides the rusted roots of its 
industrial past. Its granddaddy microbrewery, 
Great Lakes, even brews Burning River Pale Ale, 
which name-checks the infamous 1969 river fire 
that left a scar many Clevelanders still feel. 

“T always thought Cleveland had a certain 
majesty. But it was down at the heels for sure,” 
says retired advertising executive and art collector 
Fred Bidwell ’74. “Local low self-esteem was 
epidemic. That’s really changed. Cleveland now 
has some swagger and pride.” 

The notion that smart and creative young 
people would choose to live in and celebrate 
tattered, former industrial cities like Cleveland 
even has a name: Rust Belt Chic. : 

“The term can be used both straight and 
ironically,” says Anne Trubek ’88, whose Rust Belt | 
Chic Press publishes anthologies and the online 


~ magazine Belt. The term was coined in the 1980s 


by comic writer Joyce Brabner, widow of famed 
Cleveland comic book writer Harvey Pekar, to” 


to Cleveland to marvel at its urban decay, 
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While the term may be ambiguous, there’s no 
doubting that something has Oberlin graduates— 
long fast-tracked to hip cities on both coasts— 
taking longer looks at the increasingly funky city 
on a Great Lake. 


The college itself encourages interaction with its 
bigger neighbor to the east. President Marvin Krislov 
has touted the sophistication of Cleveland’s 
restaurant scene in his weekly letter to the campus 
community. The Oberlin Business Scholars program 
for the past 10 years, has connected students with 
alumni business leaders in Cleveland, along with 
those in New York, Chicago, and Washington. A 
semester-long intensive theater immersion with the 
edgy Cleveland Public Theatre, involving 16 students 
and five faculty members, culminated in a piece 


> 


called Water Ways that earned rave reviews. Artist 
Corin Hewitt ’93 engaged a team of Oberlin students 
as part of his installation at the Museum of 
Contemporary Art in 2013. 


MANY STUDENTS AND YOUNG ALUMNI WHO 
live in Oberlin are drawn to Cleveland simply for 


the opportunities not available in town. ¢ uy 
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Corey Patrick Harkin ’12, for example, a tutoring 
coordinator at Oberlin Community Services, 
manages the Cleveland-based Addicted to 
Glamour drag pageant system. Lila Leatherman 
13, a biology lab instructor at Oberlin, competes 
with the Burning River Roller Girls, the city’s 
roller derby league. Three nights a week, she treks 
to Cleveland’s eastern border for games and 
practices, where she’s known as Makillda. (“I 
haven't laid anyone out yet,” she says hopefully.) 

For many, though, the draw is specific to 
Cleveland. As a Burning River Roller Girl, 
Leatherman joins last year’s rookie-of-the-year 
Grace Kanaan ’12 (Midnight Smack), who is 
studying for a master’s degree in medical physiol- 
ogy at Case Western Reserve University and 
applying to medical schools. Kanaan hopes to stay 
put: “As an aspiring physician, Cleveland is a great 
place to be. University Hospital, MetroHealth, and 
of course, the Cleveland Clinic are all nearby.” 
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Perhaps Jackie Mostow ’12 will be among 
Kanaan’s medical school classmates. Mostow 
moved to Cleveland after Oberlin to work as an 


executive assistant to civic leader Lee Fisher ’73. 


She is now preparing for med school and working 
for Neighborhood Family Practice, doing 
Affordable Care Act outreach and education. “I 
find myself in love with the community I have in 
Northeast Ohio,” she says. 

Alicia Smith ’10 was a writer in Rochester, N.Y., 
with a master’s degree in journalism when she 
decided to go back to school. “I was interested in 
medical sociology and knew that Case was one of 
the few places that offered it.” Her boyfriend, 
David Tran ’10, a nurse, soon followed and now 
works at MetroHealth hospital. 

The city holds special appeal for people 
interested in the not-very-lucrative field of the 
arts: Its arts organizations are easy to access, and 
the cost of living is low. 

New Orleans native Taylor “Floy” Hoffman °13 
wrangled an internship with Fred Bidwell and his 
wife, Laura, whose west-side Transformer Station 
exhibition space serves as a satellite for the 
Cleveland Museum of Art. The Bidwells have 
connected Hoffman to other opportunities, 
including a paid gig at the Cleveland Museum of 
Art, helping with a pop-up installation called the 
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Truth Booth. Like arts workers in many cities, 
Hoffman augments her income with shifts in retail 
and restaurants. Cleveland, she says, offers “low 
barriers to entry. I have access to things that as a 
24-year-old recent college graduate I probably 
wouldn’t have somewhere else.” 

Sharing a house with Hoffman is Frances Lee 
13, a painter who works part time at a tech 
company. “I like that I can support myself with a 
part-time job and have a large attic studio where I 
can spend a lot of time working,” she says. 

To Lora DiFranco ’08, who works for LAND 
studio, a nonprofit that designs and programs 
public spaces around town, Cleveland “is the least 
pretentious place on Earth. It has all the benefits 
of a big city, but with a small-town feel. If you 
have energy and passion for an idea, people will be 
really supportive,” she says. “Even if your idea is a 
coloring book for adults, like mine was.” 

With an eye toward opening his own jazz club, 
trumpet player Gabe Pollack ’10 shifted his studies 
at Oberlin to the conservatory’s Creativity & 
Leadership program his last year. These days he 


helps produce shows and manage artists at 


OBEGLIN BLUMNI MAGAZINE 


fl 


i: Toes 


fi 
[Me 
oa4 


¥ 


a) ~~ 


Cleveland’s Nighttown jazz club, gathering 
important experience along the way. “DIY-type 
people can live here cheaply and work on projects 
and not worry about how to pay the rent,” he says. 
There’s a market in Cleveland for a jazz club that 
caters to younger crowds with smaller budgets, he 


believes. “If I open up a venue in Cleveland, I'll be 
here forever. And that’s not out of the question.” 

Cleveland’s rich traditions in philanthropy, 
progressive politics, organized history—and 
intractable urban problems—are yet another draw 
for Oberlin grads, who are among the city’s Teach 
for America teachers, Refugee Response volunteers, 
political organizers, and social workers. 

Syrea Thomas ’11 earned a master’s degree in 
social work at Case’s Mandel School of Applied 
Social Science, where many of her requirements 
were met through real-world field placements. Her 
office as a school-based therapist is a trailer that 
sits behind an elementary school in a rough-edged 
neighborhood on the west side. And while she 
considered living in Chicago, she discovered 


Cleveland “offers a lot of mental health agencies, 


especially for children.” 
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TO APPEAL TO SMART YOUNG PEOPLE, HOWEVER, a 
city needs more than a low cost of living. Obies 
enjoy places like the Happy Dog, a hot dog 
restaurant that hosts chamber concerts performed 
by Cleveland Orchestra musicians; the Ohio City 
Bicycle Coop; the indie-minded Beachland 
Ballroom; a steady stream of hip flea markets and 
craft fairs; and a foodie scene that includes the 
voluptuous West Side Market and a growing 
network of urban farms planted on formerly 
empty city lots. “I have found a lot of things I liked 
about Oberlin in this city,” says Lee. 

“There are amenities attractive to somebody just 
out of school—such as a vibrant cultural and 
entertainment scene,” adds Bidwell. “You could go 
to San Francisco or Berkeley or Brooklyn—really 
hip places, but where everything is amazingly 
costly. You're one of tens of thousands of people 
trying to find a place there. In Cleveland, you can 
make something happen and make a difference in 
a way that would be much more difficult in a 
bigger town.” = 
JEFF HAGAN, EDITOR OF THIS MAGAZINE, HAS 
CLEVELAND SINCE 1988 


LIVED IN 


Class Notes 


1940 
celebrated his 96th birthday 
on December 25, 2013. He earned a PhD at the 


University of Maryland and had a successful career 


in higher education, serving as professor and dean 
at Hampton University and then president of Saint 
Paul’s College. After retiring, he joined the faculty 
of West Virginia State University, where he 
eventually served as interim president. James was 
married for 68 years to Lottye Russell, now 
deceased, and has two children. He remains an 
active member of his church. 


1952 
writes, “Attending our 60th 
reunion was a happy event. Now | am harvest- 


Next year, the Apollo Theatre, now owned by Oberlin Colle 


This picture is from the Hi-O-Hi yearbook from 1962, about the theater's halfway point. Cinema studies 
students from all eras will not be unfamiliar with the featured film. 


ing my container garden on my deck on 
Hyner Mountain, Pa.: tomatoes, green 
peppers, green beans, and herbs. Just 
looked out the window to see a doe and 
her fawn munching on the edibles 
available among the fern. I hope I can 
inspire more ’52ers to write a note. Where 
are you?” # was unable to 
attend her 60th reunion and therefore 
unable to include her book about 


17th-century clergyman Nicholas Ferrar, 


A Web of Friendship (James Clark, 2011), 


in the annual commencement exhibit of 
alumni authors’ works. Ferrar and his 
family created a community at Little 
Gidding in England that was notable for 
its rigorous religious life. It was this Little 
Gidding that gave its name to T.S. Eliot’s 
fourth quartet. # Constance Sue Strike 
and celebrated 
their 50th wedding anniversary in June 
2013. Alan moved to Mill Valley, Calif., 
after Oberlin, and Connie moved to San 


ge, celebrates its 100th year. 


Friendships forged on the line ve 
scrimmage at Oberlin were eae ae oe 
on the shores of Maine's Lake Cobbo- 
sseecontee, where members of Oberlin's 
football team from the great Class of 
1953 and their spouses gathered in 
August to celebrate their 60th anniver- — 
sary. The revelers, from left to right: Joan 
Mannheim ‘53 (wife of William ‘53), Ann ae 
Craig ‘55, Norm Craig ‘53, Connie Mcintyre 
‘53, her husband, Lefty, Janet Michael pei 
and Roger Michael ‘53. (Missing from 
picture are Donald Robertson 53, his we? 
Marianne Carlton ‘54, Steve panied ‘83, 4 
and Joanna Davenport a ee 


Francisco after graduating from Vassar. 
The two met in the Bay Area and have 
stayed there ever since. They were married 
in Hartford, Conn., where Connie grew up. 
They have three “practically perfect” 
children and five grandchildren. 


1954 


In recognition of his endeavors in fostering 
and sustaining friendship between 
Germany and the United States, 

) was presented the German- 
American Friendship Award at the opening 
concert of the Bach Week Festival held in 
Evanston, Ill., last April. Merlin was a 
Fulbright Scholar at the Hochschule fiir 
Musik in West Berlin from 1958 to 1960 and 
earned a PhD in music at Northwestern 
University in 1977. His association with the 
Bach Week Festival extends back many 
years: He has served on its board of 
directors since 1996 and as cochair more 
recently. He has sung in the Bach Week 
Festival Chorus since its inception and has 
performed solo organ pieces in several 
concerts. Merlin was presented the 
award—to his complete surprise—during 


the concert’s intermission. 


1957 


tts and her husband, Curt ‘58, 
say they “decided to prepare for the future” by 
moving into a two-bedroom apartment 
(independent living) in a life care community 
20 minutes from their former house in Stuart, 
Fla. “We are as active and busy now as we were 
before we moved and have made new friends 
while maintaining contact with our former 
Florida friends. Our three ‘kids,’ now in 
Maryland, New York, and Minnesota, have all 
seen and approved of our new home. Curt has 
already made temporary use of the extended 
care facility here following surgery for cervical 
stenosis in August.” The two are hoping to 
attend Oberlin’s Class of 1958 reunion. [a]: 
1701 SW Capri St., #164, Palm City, FL 34990 [e]: 


cjcoutts@comcast.net = / sang 


in the chorus in the Asheville Lyric Opera’s 
October presentation of I Pagliacci and 
Puccini’s Suor Angelica, her first time in an 
opera chorus in 50 years. “What a difference 


now! I am struggling to remember my Italian.” 


She reports that her younger cast members 
were kind and guided her to her position on 
stage since she had a hard time remembering 
blocking as well. “Our principals are wonder- 
ful,” she says, “and it has been a fulfilling 
experience for me.” # Ri ney writes, 

“Pardon me for tooting my own horn. I have 
had a lifelong goal of shooting my age or 
better in golf. Yesterday I had a 77; 1 am now 
78 years old.” 


1958 

Potomac Vegetable Farm, owned by 

, was awarded a Fairfax County 
Environmental Excellence Award in Business on 
September 24 for its dedication to sustainable 
farming practices called “Ecoganic.” Hiu and 
the farm were nominated by Kay Fowler'77, who 
was in the audience for the award presentation. 


1959 
Covet the Oven, a new 
book of stories by 
writer 

, tells tales of 
the head, the heart, 


and writing. Covet the Oven is available in 


Kindle format and paperback at Amazon. 
Jerome won first prize in the P.E.N.-UNESCO 
International Short Fiction Competition in 


1997 for “Third Time, Ice Cream” which 
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appeared in Nothing Gold Can Stay: 18 Stories 
of Israeli Experience (1999), also available in 
Kindle format. Jerome says his paperbacks, 
signed by the author, can sometimes be found 
among used booksellers at inflated prices. 

A few stories from both books, together with 
some of his most accessible academic writing 
(on Housman, Lawrence, Fitzgerald, Joyce), 
are available for free on his website. 


[w]: jeromemandel.wordpress.com 


siSleels 


1960 

published a new book, Ruth 
Shaw Wylie: The Composer and Her Music. 
Wylie, an American composer and university 


professor of composition and music theory, 
made her career at the University of Missouri 
(1949-1969) and at Wayne State University in 
Detroit. “Hers is scarcely a familiar name, yet 
she left a distinguished body of work and 
opened the ears of her students and audiences 
to the beauties of ensemble improvisation as 
well as traditionally notated concert music,” 
says Deborah. Visit wyliebook.com for more 
information, including how to order. 


1962 


was awarded first prize for a 
full-length book of poetry in the Science 


Fiction Poetry Association’s Elgin competition 
for her collection Lovers e& Killers (Dark 
Regions, 2013). Her 1999 novelette, Mars Is No 
Place for Children, previously won a Nebula 


The original Oberlin College Gilbert & Sullivan Players, founded and led by Sule Professor 
Hayden Boyers, first came to Cape Cod, Massachusetts, in 1953 at the instigation of Gates 
Odence ‘54, a summer resident of the town of Cotuit. The summer stock company ran for 
another 15 years, growing from four to eight shows a season in their eventual home at the 
Highfield Theatre in Falmouth. Their reputation was so well known in ae region that famed 
London D’Oyly Carte “patter” man Martyn Green hired the company as his chorus at the Boston 
Arts Festival, conducted by Robert Kreis ’58, in 1962. . nf 

This past summer, Muriel Minot ‘66, who as a summer Cape ees joined in G&S produc- 
tions as a child long before she arrived in Oberlin, organized a reunion * the summer players 
with the help of former Oberlin College Secretary Robert “Bob” Haslun 67 and Ursula Rooth 


Haslun 
20 or so friends ret 


"75. More than 50 alumni of the company (most of whom went to Oberlin) and another 
urned to Highfield Theatre for the two-day event, which included a sing- 


along of Gilbert & Sullivan favorites with Paul Levi ‘63 at the piano. “It was a smash success,” 


says Minot, who ledt 


he players during two of her Oberlin years. “It far exceeded my wildest 


dreams.” For more photos of the reunion, visit oberlin.edu/oam. 


Class Notes 


VOTE FOR AN ALUMNI-ELECTED TRUSTEE! 
VOTING DEADLINE: APRIL 4, 2014 


Award. That work and her novel, An Old- 
Fashioned Martian Girl, are recommended 
reading on the International Space Station. 

A Kent State University Emeritus Professor of 
English, she lives in Berea, Ohio, with her 
husband, NASA scientist and science fiction 
writer Geoffrey A. Landis. Lovers ¢ Killers is 
available from Amazon or the publisher’s 
website: www.darkregions.com 


1967 

Dick Hobby launched a new company, Zero 
Circle Films. [w]: zerocirclefilms.com = Soprano 
Sarah Levine-Simon has created videos of 
herself singing while cooking—and singing 
about cooking—that she hopes will introduce 
new audiences to classical music. 

[w]: sarahlevinesimon.com/videos.html 


1969 

Walter Galloway retired in 2012 after 38 years 
in environmental research and various forms 
of training, facilitation, and organization 
development. Since 1974 he has worked with 
the EPA’s Office of Research and Development 
as a chemist, environmental scientist, facilita- 
tor, change agent, and manager. For the last 
several years he did the work he enjoyed most: 
working with local governments, citizens, and 
fellow research scientists on how to succeed in 
community-based environmental protection. 
Walt is a member of the Rhode Island Rivers 
Council, the board of a local watershed 
association, and the board of his grandkids’ 
Waldorf school. He and his wife, Hollie, enjoy 
living back in rural West Greenwich, R.I. Walt 


is singing in a small group doing early 


ecclesiastical music. The couple continues to 
enjoy their two granddaughters, Ashlyn, 15, 
and Aliya, 12, who live nearby. Walt counts 
himself among “the growing group Gallup 
now refers to as SBNR (Spiritual But Not 
Religious) folks.” At Oberlin, he is a co-lead 
class agent, serves on the steering committee 
of Oberlin Enviroalums, and enjoys interview- 
ing prospective students as a part of the 
Alumni Recruiting Network. “The kids today 
are amazing!” 


1970S 


Lawrence ‘ZO 


1970 

John Lawrence retired after working for 38 
years in the U.S. House of Representatives, the 
last eight as chief of staff to Speaker and 
Democratic Leader Nancy Pelosi. Pelosi and 
current Speaker John Boehner presented John 
with the McCormack Award for Excellence for 
his service to Congress. John, who holds a 
PhD in history from Berkeley, has begun 
teaching as a visiting professor at the 


University of California’s Washington campus. 


His blog on current political issues, 
DOMEocracy, can be found at johnalawrence. 
wordpress.com # Luther K. Robinson, 


associate professor of pediatrics at the SUNY 


School of Medicine and Biomedical 
Sciences and director of dysmorphology 
and clinical genetics at the Women and 
Children’s Hospital of Buffalo at Kaleida 
Health, received the Excellence Award 
from the National Organization on Fetal 
Alcohol Syndrome in June. The award 
recognizes Luther’s career-long dedication 
to studying and preventing fetal alcohol 
syndrome. = Dixie Sommers retired from 
the Bureau of Labor Statistics in June after 
43 years of public service. She is staying in 
the Washington, D.C., area and “enjoying 
much more time for birding, photography, 
and planning interesting trips. Oberlin is 


12 


also keeping me busy 


the Fy? 

Judith Miller 
Glasser is 
coauthor of an 
illustrated 
children’s book, 
Learning to Feel 
Good and Stay 
Cool: Emotional 
Regulation Tools 
for Kids With AD/ 
HD (Magination Press Children’s Books), 
released in August 2013. The book is a 
practical guide for parents, clinicians, and 


school counselors who are trying to help 
children with AD/HD learn how to feel 
good, how to problem-solve, and how to 
take charge of their feelings while 
minimizing their upsets. # Leslie Lawrence 
is the founder and director of Wilson 
Avenue Writers in Cambridge, Mass. She 
conducts workshops for writers in her 
home and also does private consulting. She 
says she would “love to work with Obies or 
friends of Obies.” [w]: https://sites.google. 
com/site/leslielawrencewriter/home 


1973 


Steve Mann married Lucy Kennedy in 

her home in the village of Eyam, 
Derbyshire, England, last May. Bob Segan 
and Janet Wynn attended. Steve retired 
from the Foreign Service in 2009 and 
moved to London, where he advises 
ExxonMobil on international affairs. Lucy 
is a prosecutorial barrister, specializing in 
financial crime. 


} TO. 


SUPPORT OBERLIN WITH A 
CHARITABLE GIFT ANNUITY 


The Oberlin botany major and former staffer of the H/-0-H/ 
has made a regular habit of giving back to the college she 
credits for “essentially opening the door to the rest of my 
life.” She knows that Oberlin has stayed true to its mission of 
providing a rigorous liberal arts education. “The college offers 
the world the products of that education: people who really 

do make a difference and use their talents and skills in ways 
that benefit humankind—often in fields where they're not 
rewarded greatly financially.” 


Giving what she can regularly, Laura now finds that a 
Charitable Gift Annuity suits her goals. “Clearly it provides 
help to an institution I’m deeply fond of, but there are also lira Galata 
the benefits to me in terms of tax issues and a guaranteed Botany 
income. I'd give to the school no matter what, but gift es 
annuities have dual benefits.” 


Laura Galatha from the pages of the 1952 HI-0-HI. 
When you make a gift of a Charitable Gift Annuity contribution 
to Oberlin, your money continues to provide you a generous 
rate of return for life, and you know you re supporting 
students, professors, and the learning and memories created an 


here—in and out of the classroom. —D\ @ c eos 

| ( OBEREIN__ | 

yr on how you can help shape the journeys ILLG@MiNATH 
of future generations of Oberlin students, please call us at YG 


or email us at 


~ 


Oberlin Alumni make a difference. Participate. Done te. 
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NAL 

Joseph Graves sends “a heads up that my son, 
Xavier Graves, is the keyboardist for the rock 
group Viva la Muerte, which recorded a new 
album, All the Birds, on Ex Umbra records. 
Joseph proudly reports that the album was 
#1 in the Jam Bands category on iTunes the 
week it came out. # Swallow Press, the trade 
imprint of Ohio University Press, created 

an online reading guide to Sharp and 
Dangerous Virtues, the dystopian novel set in 
Ohio written by Martha “Marti” Moody. It is 
available on the Swallow Press website 
(ohioswallow.com), which also features two 
chapters of the book that readers can sample 
and an interview with Marti. 


1979 

Carrietta “Cari” Jackson released two books. 
Love Like You’ve Never Been Hurt interweaves 
psychology, spirituality, and real-life stories to 
help heal “the pain that comes when we have 
been hurt by a loved one.” For the Souls of 
Black Folks: Reimagining Black Preaching for 
21st Century Liberation, based on Cari’s 
doctoral dissertation, examines how aspects of 
black preaching foster power dynamics in 
black churches that disempower black 
churchgoers and, as a consequence, impede 
the full socio-political liberation of African 
Americans needed in this era. 


1980s 


1981 

Laurie Gutmann accepted a position as 
professor in the neurology department at the 
University of lowa School of Medicine. She 
held the same position at West Virginia 
University School of Medicine. “After 20 years 
at WVU, I’ve joined the neuromuscular 
disease group at Iowa to focus more on 
clinical research. I have enjoyed building clini- 
cal treatment programs and doing research in 
my hometown, but new and exciting opportu- 
nities beckon me to the Midwest!” = “Honor- 
ing my personal commitment to lifelong 
learning and proving that it is never too late to 
return to school for an advanced degree, I 
earned an executive MPA degree at Baruch 
College in New York in September 2013,” says 
Maria Orengo. In March 2013, Maria became 


interim executive director at the New York 


Maria 
Orengo ‘81 


City Mission Society, the city’s oldest charity/ 
nonprofit, which recently celebrated its 
bicentennial. She also serves on the Oberlin 
Latino Alumni Association board. 


1982 
Eric W. Orts published Business Persons: 
A Legal Theory of the Firm (Oxford University 
Press). Among the topics he addresses is 
“hybrid social firms” that combine a profit- 
motive with social/sustainable goals, such as 
poverty reduction or sanitation provision 
in poor countries. The book also includes a 
critique of contemporary thinking about 
executive compensation, as well as the 
“corporate persons” debate now famous after 
Citizens United. The book is available at 
Amazon. 


1983 


This past summer, The Atlantic published 
Tim Riley’s critique of the television shows 
Breaking Bad and Nurse Jackie and their 
inversion of counter-culture utopianism. It’s 
available online at http://bit.ly/atlanticdrugs 

=» Amy Shaftel is one of five 2013 recipients of 
the Willmoore H. Kendall Scholarship from 
the Club Foundation of the Club Managers 
Association of America. The scholarship 
provides tuition support to mid-management 
professionals who are interested in pursuing 
the Certified Club Manager designation. Amy 
is the catering and special events manager at 
the Seattle Yacht Club. 


1985 

Gretchen M. Engel was named executive 
director of the Center for Death Penalty 
Litigation, a nonprofit law firm that represents 
prisoners facing the death penalty in North 


Carolina. Gretchen has been at the center since 


1992. She recently secured a life sentence for 
one of her first clients, a woman who had been 
on death row for 23 years. She was assisted in 
this effort by volunteer investigators Peter 
Carlson ‘84 and Stephen Perry, and by psycholo- 
gist Jonathan Farber ‘78. Gretchen lives in 


Durham. 


1986 

Dan Vernon is working 
at Whitman College in 
Walla Walla, Wash., 
teaching genetics, 
molecular biology, and 


genomics and doing 
research on plant gene functions. He was 
promoted to professor in 2010 and was just 
named the Arthur G. Rempel Professor of 
Biology, an endowed position named after 
another Oberlin alum, Art Rempel ‘34, who 
taught at Whitman for many years. 


1988 
Dallas Crow’s poetry chapbook, Small, 
Imperfect Paradise, was published by Parallel 
Press at the University of Wisconsin. The 
poems cycle through a relationship from 
hopeful beginning to painful dissolution— 
“Like a home movie played backwards,” he 
writes in the poem “Separation.” = Hannah 
Higgins, a professor of art at the University of 
Illinois at Chicago, was included among the 
top 200 Advocates for American Poetry by 
Seth Abramson, series coeditor of Best 
American Experimental Writing. The list was 
published on Huffington Post. 


1990s 


1990 

Kyung Hwang’s book A History of Korea—An 
Episodic Narrative (2010) has been translated 
into Korean. He teaches at the University of 
Southern California and lives in Claremont 
with his wife and son—very close to a street 
called Oberlin Avenue. 


1991 

In August, Jessica Ames, her partner, Julie 
Blumenfeld, and their son, Ari, enjoyed a long 
weekend in Portland, Maine, for the Bat 


de ang 


2013 ALUMNI AWARDS 


OUTSTANDI 
DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD shit et aad eshte 


MARTHA D. KAISER ‘03, PhD, previously an 


CENDRA LYNN 6 is a clinical psychologist, certified trauma- associate research scientist at the Yale School of 
tologist, and a certified social worker. She is in private Medicine, is a scientific consultant based in New 
ISTINGUISHED practice in Ann Arbor, Michigan. Cendra specializes in grief York City who has already achieved exceptional 
pbc a oe bereavement and is the founder of a number of organi- levels of productivity and impact in advancing our 
ions and online communities to help people dealing with understanding of autism. 
AWARD death, dying, grief, and bereavement. “Simply put, Martha is a terrific scientist. She is 
DR. RICHARD R. LOVE “The world is a better, more compassionate place because smart, driven, and well-read, and she integrates 
'66 is now scientific of Cendra’s dedicated work.” —Barbara Bowman Pierce ‘66 concepts and methodological approaches across 
director of the disciplines with ease. I'm impressed by her ability 
International Breast to ask just the right questions in just the right 
Cancer Research ways.” —Maggie Shiffrar, Dean, Graduate School of 
Foundation (which he | Rutgers University 


founded), a director of 
the International 
Cancer Experts Corps, 
and a director of 
Amader Gram, a 


Bangladeshi ALUMNI 
non-governmental APPRECIATION 
AWARD 


organization, after an 
academic career at 
the University of 
Wisconsin, Ohio State 
University, and the 
National Cancer 
Institute. 

“Richard embodies 
many of the values 
that the college 
emphasizes, in 
particular high 
intellectual standards, 
excellence in teaching, 
innovative leadership, 
commitment to the 
social and moral 
issues of the day, 
humanitarianism, 
critical thinking, expo- 


Since 1998, TED 
GEST ‘68 has been 
president of 
Criminal Justice 
Journalists, a 
national organiza- 
tion of reporters, 
writers, and 
broadcasters who 
cover criminal 
justice. 

“Ted Gest's 
devotion to Oberlin 
has been strong 
and steady. Few 
can match his true 
dedication to the 
institution and the 
Oberlin commu- 


sure to different Pi oes 
Owan 79 

thoughts and 

cultures, a world 

outlook, freedom of 

expression, inclusive- 

ness of a variety of 

‘lifestyles, and 

combining scholar- 

ship with activism 

and social responsi- For more 

bility.” —Shirley information about 

Seaman Lake ‘54 these winners and 
other alumni award 
winners, visit 


oberlin.edu/oam. 


INSIDE THE ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 
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AN ASSOCIATION ON A MISSION... 


hank you! I am grateful for the opportunity to serve as president of your Alumni 

Association. As I’ve engaged over the years with the association and with Oberlin, I’ve 

continued to be impressed and amazed by the vitality, creativity, massive intelligence 

and wit, and vibrancy of this institution and its constituents, and I look forward to 

the next two years enormously. While serving as president-elect, I had the 

opportunity to watch at close range the extraordinary leadership of Jackie Bradley 
Hughes ’76. Jackie is a dedicated and energetic alum who has served with grace, intelligence, 
creativity, and total commitment to the ideals of Oberlin. Thank you, Jackie, for all that you have 
done and will no doubt continue to do for Oberlin. 

Part of the work that the association’s leadership has undertaken over the past year has been a 
thorough reexamination of how we function, with the goal of finding better ard fresher ways of 
engaging more alumni with the association and with the college and conservatory. And while we 
recognize that the leaders of the association have worked diligently to reach out and touch as many 
alumni as possible, we need to do more. 

So how and where to begin? A task force appointed by the executive board has taken a deeper 
look at restating the mission of the Alumni Association’s leadership and has reconfirmed that our 
goal ultimately is to inspire the passion and creativity of all alumni and to foster meaningful and 
diverse opportunities for lifelong engagement. We're not just talking about engagement with the 
association; we are looking for ways to ensure that all of us have “meaningful and diverse 
opportunities” to engage with each other, but also with the students, faculty, staff, and leadership of 
the college. We’ve identified six pillars that we believe can provide the foundation on which all of us 
can build a framework for increased engagement. These include: 


* Recognition of the value of alumni engagement to the Oberlin community and alumni; 

* Many and diverse pathways for meaningful involvement; 

* Strategic alignment with Oberlin’s goals; 

* Strategic and flexible leadership; 

All forms of multidirectional communication between and among Oberlin’s constituencies; 
* Accurate data and state-of-the-art, user-friendly technology. 


Those discussions led to dozens of ideas that fell into 16 categories ranging from enhancing 
regional programming, leveraging technology in creative ways to bring Oberlin to you, and 
fostering more interactions between alumni and current students. The key finding from all of the 
groups: You like being asked these questions, and it makes a difference to be heard. We would love 


to hear from you. Share your thoughts with us by sending an email to alumni@oberlin.edu. 
Best wishes and fond regards to all. 


CHUCK SPITULNIK 773 


President, Oberlin Alumni Association 


Above: Ames ‘91; 
left: Swami ‘91 


Mitzvah of Nori Hilton. They hung out with 
Nori’s big brother, Leo, and parents, Lori 
Weinblatt and David Hilton. “We were lucky 
enough to stay in Portland at the home of 
Hans Indigo Spencer; his wife, Erica Beck; and 
their kids, Charlie and Annica. Jessica, Lori, 
Hans, and their spouses and kids usually 
spend some time hanging out together in 
Portland every summer. It’s always a terrific 
mini-reunion!” Jessica also took a solo trip to 
Portland last spring to see Lori (aka Bess 
Welden) in her original one-woman show, Big 
Mouth Thunder Thighs. = Sangeeta Swamy 
was the keynote speaker for the New Zealand 
Music Therapy Conference in November 2013. 
The conference was hosted by the New 
Zealand School of Music and focused on 
cross-cultural collaboration: celebrating the 
diversity of people and their practice and 
research in music therapy and related 
disciplines. Sangeeta earned her PhD in music 
therapy at Lesley University in 2011 and has a 
private practice in Chapel Hill, N.C. 


1992 

George Twigg marked his fifth anniversary as 
director of public affairs at Vermont Energy 
Investment Corporation (VEIC), a nonprofit 
dedicated to reducing the economic and 
environmental costs of energy use. VEIC has 
an Oberlin connection as the program 


administrator for Efficiency Smart, which it 


Abrams ‘93 


runs on behalf of American Municipal Power 
for nearly 50 municipal electric utilities, 
including Oberlin’s. 


1993 

and Katherine Pradt welcomed 
daughter Edith Winifred Abrams-Pradt on 
November 16, 2012. She immediately set about 
disassembling their lives in the most fabulous 
and messy way possible. Jen and Katherine are 
getting very little sleep, but are completely and 
thoroughly entranced with their little entropy 
machine. They have already started saving for 
her Oberlin education. = was named a 
NeXXt Scholars Program Fellow. The program 
is part of an International Women’s 
Undergraduate STEM (science, technology, 
engineering, and mathematics) Education 
Initiative, which was launched by Secretary of 


State Hillary Rodham Clinton in December 2011. 


Jen is among the faculty mentors matched with 
undergraduate female scholars—international 
and American—with strong Muslim roots who 
are seeking undergraduate degrees in STEM 
fields from U.S. schools. 


1995 

and his wife, Amy Tsou, 
welcomed son Ian Beckett Couenhoven on 
August 7, 2013. Jesse, a religion professor at 
Villanova University, also gave birth to his first 
book. Oxford University Press published Stricken 
by Sin, Cured by Christ in July 2013. Jesse and 
Amy live in downtown Philadelphia. = Edinburgh 
University Press published ’s 
Francois Laruelle’s Philosophies of Difference: A 
Critical Introduction and Guide. Laruelle isa 
contemporary French thinker who has published 
over 20 books since the 1970s. Rocco translated 
Laruelle’s Philosophies of Difference in 2010, 
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The Heisman Club of Oberlin College inducted five new members into its hall of fame on on 
October 4 as part of the athletic department's Homecoming Weekend. 


FOOTBALL AND 
BASEBALL 

A two-sport 
standout, Ebel 
was a four-year 
letterwinner in 
football and 
three-time 
letterman in 
baseball. As 
captain of the 
1950 football 
team, he led the 
Yeomen to a 7-1 
record that still 
holds today. In 
that same 
season he 
earned Ohio 
Athletic 
Conference 
honors and was 
named as an 
All-American. 
On the baseball 
team, Ebel 
served asa 
pitcher all four 
years. 


SWIMMING 


As a senior at 
Oberlin, Greer 
earned NCAA 
First-Team 
All-America 
honors in the 
50-yard 
freestyle and 
was tabbed as 
an Academic 
All-American 
before earning a 
postgraduate 
scholarship 
from the NCAA. 
He was a 
two-time Ohio 
Athletic 
Conference 
Champion in the 
100-yard 
breaststroke 
and had 
multiple 
top-five finishes 
at the confer- 
ence meet. He 
held the school 
record in the 
50-yard free for 
14 years; his 
time of 21.64 
still ranks 
fourth on the 
all-time list. 


which was the first of his books to appear in 
English. The new book presents Laruelle’s ideas 
to a general philosophically informed audience. 


BASKETBALL FIELD HOCKEY 
CROSS AND TRACK & Walk 
COUNTRY AND  ANDFIELD SSN ao 
TRACK & 0 Eth standout goalie 
AND FIELD Beart 3 for the 
An elite Breateat ; emale Yeowomen field 

athletes in 
distance runner, Oberin= hictor hockey team, 
Thirumurthy Neisee Yearning NCAA 
earned 11 total . All-America 
3 Broussard is the 

letters in honors as a 


cross-country 


all-time leading 


senior in 2001. 


and track and nee In that season 
field. He was a habbo ts she led the 
MSS: basketball eh 
Polonia NCAC history with re we 
Buanpion ss 1,693 points. A ee 
track and field, fouictinne ete age, 
and four-time All-NCAC allowing He 
All-NCAC runner circt-team tae a 
in cross-country. eniacHarcand s al shots. 
The 1997 NCAC All-Decade e Ue a 
PULgoUr Track Team selection oe ee Id 
and Field in 2004, 2 oy: ie : 
aes sated Broussard was ae a! an a 
eitedsl id also a five-time acu 
eget taal conference Ali-Regi 
lagen champion in na d 
eee track and field ghee , 
team in rset and 1999 ae. as 
cy eee Cutdoor Track pe Player 
runner, he has Sprints MVP. pyle se y 
competed i She still holds! “sone Grae 
Mehdi aethe 8 the school av ids ; 
thons over the record in the four-ti 
last five years. 200 meters. our-time 


All-Academic 
selection by the 
NFHCA, 


= Two CDs containing 
works by 

are now 
available. The album 
Flux Flummoxed 


1996 


was named director of the music 
division of the Boston Conservatory following a 
position as assistant dean of academic affairs and 
director of assessment at the Eastman School of 
Music. Abra, the first vocalist to lead the music 
division at the Boston Conservatory, holds a 
Doctorate of Musical Arts in voice from the Ohio 


State University School of Music. 


(Albany Records), 
from violinist Ben 


Sung and pianist Jihye 


Nakamura ‘96 


Chang, includes his 
composition “insult to injury.” The album 
Heavy Up/Heavy Down by Yesaroun’ Duo, 
featuring Eric Hewitt on saxophone and Sam 
Solomon on percussion, includes Curtis’ 


“Two-Faced.” = maintains an 


Class Notes 


SING AGAIN 
AT OBERLIN! 


* Not a singer, but love music? Come for.a 
weekend of educational events July 17-19 
about The Creation, culminating in the July 19 
performance at Severance Hall. 


active performing and teaching schedule in the 
Dallas area. She is an adjunct assistant professor 


of harp at Southern Methodist University. 


IEE Vv; 


BOURGEON 


is the editor of 
Bourgeon: Fifty 
Artists Write About 
Their Work, 
published in 2013 
by the nonprofit 
Day Eight. The 
book is a collection 
of articles, includ- 


ing a dialogue between Rob and Loren Ludwig 


‘99, selected from the magazine Bourgeon, of 


which Rob is founding editor. A resident of 

Washington, D.C., he is also a choreographer 
and the board chair of the D.C. Advocates for 
the Arts. = 


a lecturer position at the University of 


accepted 


Northampton in Northampton, UK. “I joined 
Northampton Business School’s department 
of cross-cultural studies, started by my 
husband of 10 years.” 


2000 


C 


Smithers announce their 


marriage on May 26, 2012, in Hendersonville, 


and Aaron 


N.C. Alumni in attendance were classmates 
Jeffrey Bean, David Brennan, Maggie McFalls, 


dia Riac Halla “Wer i+ : ; 
Lydia Ries O'Halloran, and Gitta Zomorodi; Liz 
Atack, Na 


ima Bond, Taylor Neaman -Goudey, all 
01; and Jacob Kramer-Duffield (02. Emily and 
Aaron live in Chapel Hill, N.C., where both 


work at the University of North Carolina 


library. # 


completed the digital restoration of James 
Blue’s momentous film The March for the 
National Archives & Records Administration 
(NARA). The film chronicles the March on 
Washington for Jobs and Freedom held on 
August 28, 1963, and features an introduction 
by Oberlin’s own Carl T. Rowan ‘47. The film 
can be seen on NARA’s YouTube channel. 


2001 

earned a doctoral degree 
on May 22, 2013, at Teachers College, 
Columbia University. His dissertation is 
titled “Music in the Lives of Bronx 
Adolescents: A Case Study of the Celia Cruz 
High School of Music.” = 
was promoted to assistant professor, clinical, 
in the Division of Pulmonary, Allergy, 
Critical Care and Sleep (and adjunct 
professor in the division of palliative 
medicine) at Ohio State University’s Wexner 
Medical Center. “I’ve finally finished all my 
training, including medical school, an 
internal medicine residency, two clinical 


fellowships [Hospice and palliative medi- 


cine and pulmonary and critical care], a 
Master of Medical Science degree, and an 
NIH training fellowship in lung inflamma- 
tion, all at Ohio State, but am still proud to 
be an alumna of the last Ohio school to beat 
the Buckeyes in football.” = 


and Julia Nicodemus were 
married in Providence, R.I., on November 9, 
2013, their 11th anniversary. The couple has 
moved halfway across the country together 
twice, bought a house together, coparented 
fur babies, and legally adopted a single 


3 


Above: Nicodemus 


far left: Kovac ‘00 


family name (Anne’s mother’s maiden). 
They are “thrilled to finally gain some 
federal legal rights, now that half of DOMA 
has been repealed.” = earned 
an MS at the University of San Francisco 
School of Nursing in June 2013. She is a 
family nurse practitioner in San Francisco, 
working as a primary care provider at 
Lyon-Martin Health Services and as a study 
clinician at San Francisco City Clinic. = 
and Elizabeth James were 
married June 23, 2013, at Salem Lutheran 


_ Karen Buck Burgess ‘72 was elected to serve a four-year term (2013-2017) as an alumni-elected 
trustee. Burgess has worked for more than 25 years as a public interest lawyer specializing in 


niet ae es 


financial market issues. She served at the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission in a variety of 
senior legal positions, including associate general counsel and counsel to the chairman. Burgess is 
currently legal counsel at the Public Company Accounting Oversight Board, which was chartered by 
Congress after the Enron collapse to strengthen financial reporting. She is married to journalist John 


Burgess have two daughters, Katharine and Sarah. 

oat at At trustee Dr. Kofi Lomotey ‘74 resigned from the Board of 
Trustees. Lomotey was serving a six-year term, which ends on June 30, 2014. as Jacob Gayle 79 has 
agreed to continue his service on the Board of Trustees and complete Lomotey’s term. Gayle is vice 
president of community affairs at Medtronic, Inc., in Minneapolis and executive director of the 


Medtronic Foundation. 


GEEPUIN LLUIAMI MAGGAZINE 


‘01; left: Schindler ‘01; 


Church. The couple lives in Spokane, Wash. 
Neal met Liz at his birthday party in 2012 
and liked her from the start. After all, she 
was feisty and wore great hats. Liz took a 
little longer to warm up to Neal, but they 
were soon getting cocktails at Bon Bon and 
picking peaches at Greenbluff. The couple 
honeymooned in Long Beach, Wash. Neal 
is a mental health counselor at a family 
preservation services agency; Liz is a house 
parent at a crisis nursery. They have “a 
smart and beautiful cat, Pepper Ann, anda 
hungry goldfish, Rory.” 


2002 

was 
appointed executive 
director of the Portland 
Conservatory of Music 
[Maine] and accepted 
the position of trumpet 
instructor at Bowdoin 
College, a post that he held at Colby 
College for four years. The Colby College 
Symphony Orchestra premiered his 
orchestral composition, Cor Cordis, in 
December 2012. 


2003 


and Steven 
Brentin announce the birth of baby boy 
Gabriel Muir on December 26, 2012, in 
Denver. The healthy, happy baby “has 
already become a hiking fanatic, just like 


his middle-namesake, John Muir.” 


2004 

accepted a position as 
political officer at the U.S. embassy in 
Lome, Togo. “I’m very excited to spend my 
first tour with the State Department in 
charge of my own section, even though it 
scares me as well. I'll be here until August 


of 2014.” 
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2005 

Elisabeth Blatchford is assistant professor 
of flute at the University of Memphis Rudi 
Scheidt School of Music in Tennessee. She 
plans to continue to tour and perform with 
the City of Tomorrow, a wind quintet that 
took first prize at the Fischoff National 
Chamber Music Competition in 2011. The 
quintet spent two weeks in residence at the 
Great Lakes Chamber Music Festival in 
Detroit in June. 
= Raphael 
Sznajder 
accepted a 
position at the 
Federal 
Communica- 
tions Commis- 


sion’s Attorney 
Honors Program in Washington, D.C., 
working in the Media Bureau. Raphae 
recently graduated from Northwestern Law 
School in Chicago. “I was always very 
interested in media, particularly given my 
background in entertainment. I’m very 
excited to work in communications 
policy—it’s an ideal combination of my 
passion for service and my substantive 
interest in media.” 


Above: Blatchford ‘05; 
left: Miller ‘07 


cS 


2006 

Sadye Campoamor, a community orga- 
nizer with the New York City Public 
Advocate’s Office, was named a 2013 New 
York City Rising Star by City & State, a 
newspaper, website, and electronic 
newsletter. Sadye works with New York 
mayor-elect Bill de Blasio. “The diversity, 
the vastness of who makes up our city, all 
of the moving pieces, is by far the most 
incredible part of my job,” she told City & 
State, which covers New York politics and 
government. # Mark Stockett and Naomi 
Lipke were married in Madison, Wis., on 
May 25, 2013. The couple lives in 
Stockholm, Sweden. Obies enjoying the 
festivities include (from left) Stephanie 


Patterson 07, Hannah Hoose, Mark, Naomi, 
Elana Riffle, Brian Wonch, Melodie French 


Aste xKett 06 


HONORARY DEGREES, COMMENCEMENT 2013 


and, not pictured, Gus Visscher. Hannah 
played the piano for the ceremony, and 
Melodie was best man. 


2007 

Emily Feingold and Steven Bergdall were 
married August 18, 2012, in Owego, N,Y., with 
27 Obies in attendance. The couple lives in the 


San Francisco Bay area, where Emily is 
completing a master’s degree in counseling 
psychology at the California Institute of Integral 
Studies (CIIS). Steven, who completed a 
certificate in sound healing at CHS, is a 
musician, composer, and teacher. # Claire Miller 
was promoted to Massachusetts state director at 
Toxics Action Center in Boston. “I support over 
a dozen community efforts across the state to 
clean up and prevent pollution at the local level 
through organizing, while developing long- 
term leaders for the environmental movement. I 
also oversee our work to support all the 
communities in New England fighting to retire 
coal-burning power plants. I got my start 
through Green Corps right after graduating.” 


Zee 


2012 

Greg Brown recently published In Jordan, an 
e-book about his experiences studying abroad 
in the Middle East during his junior year. It is 
available at Amazon and through its publisher, 
Thought Catalog. [w]: thoughtcatalog.com/ 
book/in-jordan 


CLASS NOTES are prepared from a variety of 
sources, including news media articles, press 
releases, notes sent to us though mail (including 
e-mail), and Obieweb. Beginning with this issue, 
we will include our class notes in the online 
version of Oberlin Alumni Magazine. |f you 
submit a note to Obieweb that you want to 
appear only within Obieweb, please be sure to 
choose that option when you submit the note. 


WATERWAYS OF RUSSIA: 
ST. PETERSBURG TO MOSCOW 


June 13-23, 2014 


Escorted by Professor of Russian and 
Comparative Literature Tim Scholl 


Join us for nine nights aboard the deluxe 
M.S. VOLGA DREAM, the premier ship 
cruising Russia’s waterways with a capac- 
ity of 109 passengers. This tour highlights 
Russia's two great cultural capitals. Spend 
two nights aboard ship in St. Petersburg, 
Czar Peter the Great’s “window on the 
West,” featuring a guided tour of the 
State Hermitage Museum. Spend one 
night aboard ship in the fabled city of 
Moscow, the political and commercial 
capital of the world’s largest country, 

and see the world’s largest collection of 
Fabergé eggs. Cruise through the heart- 
land of Russia along scenic rivers, lakes 
and canals to the legendary open-air mu- 
seum of Kizhi Island, the 14th-century 
monastery of Goritsy, medieval Yaroslavl 
and 10th-century Uglich, rustic remnants 
of Old Russia. This unique program ap- 
peals to the first-time visitor to Russia 
and the return visitor curious to see the 
astounding changes that have taken place 


there. Brochure available. 


lumni Travel Program 


OBIEADVENTURE! UTAH GREEN 
RIVER CANOEING ADVENTURE 


August 13-17, 2014 

Escorted by Professor of English T. Scott 
McMillin, author of The Meaning of Rivers 
Back by popular demand! Join fellow 
Obies for a “low cost, high value” getaway 
in Moab, Utah, as we canoe down the 
Green River! Paddling a 60-mile section 
of the Green River from Crystal Geyser 
south of Green River, Utah, as it winds 
towards Mineral Bottom, just north of 
Canyonlands National Park, is a trip of 

a lifetime. Between the town of Green 
River and Canyonlands National Park 

is part of the longest stretch of quiet 
wilderness water in the lower 48 states. As 
you canoe the Green River, the moving 
panorama is incomparable. The twisting, 
looping river winds its way between sheer, 
colorful sandstone walls, hundreds of 
feet high. Vast canyon systems and water 
channels branch in all directions, inviting 
hiking and exploring as well as providing 
excellent camping. This trip is family 
friendly! More information is available 

at http://new.oberlin.edu/office/alumni/ 


travel-tours/. 


CLASSICAL GREECE: ATHENS, 
OLYMPIA, DELPHI 


October 17-26, 2014 


Escorted by Professor of Classics Kirk Ormand 


Join us for an exclusive Oberlin College 
tour to Greece with Professor of Classics 
Kirk Ormand, who spent the 2007-08 
academic year in Athens, Greece, as 

the Elizabeth A. Whitehead Professor 
in the American School of Classical 
Studies in Athens. Journey from the 
ancient city of Athens and across the 
Peloponnese peninsula through Spartan 
territory. Explore the Panhellenic shrine 
at Olympia, and visit the prehistoric site 
Mycenae, legendary home of Atreus and 
Agamemnon. Travel to Delphi, the center 
of the ancient world, and see the site of 
the most famous oracle in the ancient 
Mediterranean. Discover the treasures 
of Greek history in the world’s finest 
collections of Greek antiquities. Take a 
leisurely walking tour through Athens, 
the capital of Greece and birthplace of 
democracy and philosophy, and see the 
fabulous new Parthenon Museum. Enjoy 
the delicious fresh seafoods, delectable 
cheeses and local wines of Southern 


Greece. Brochure available soon. 


SS sf... 


SAVE THE DATE! SOUTHEAST ASIA WITH GAVIN TRITT, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF OBERLIN SHANSI: JANUARY 2015 


For more information visit http://new.oberlin. edu/office/alumni/travel-tou 
programs, please call 440-775-8692 or e-mail Deb. Stanfield @oberlin.edu. 


rs/, If you would like to receive electronic news and brochures about our 
Please consider traveling with fellow Obies! Oberlin parents welcome! 


Losses 


1936 

Dr. Kelvin Van Nuys earned a master’s degree in 
religious education at Union Theological 
Seminary in 1943, a master’s of divinity in 1944, 
and a PhD in philosophy in 1949 at Columbia 
University. His academic career included faculty 
posts at Moravian College, Whittier College, the 
South Dakota School of Mines, and, beginning in 
1963, Ohio’s Wilmington College. Following his 
retirement in 1979, he and his family returned to 
Rapid City, $.D. Dr. Van Nuys wrote three books, 
Science and Cosmic Purpose (1947); Is Reality 
Meaningful? (1963); and A Holist Pilgrimage 
(1980). He was a train enthusiast, an amateur oil 
painter, and an amateur musician and composer. 
A number of his compositions were recorded by 
James Macinnes in 2001. His wife of 59 years, 
Rena, died in 2011. He is survived by three 
children and four grandchildren. 


fo3o 

Margaret Campbell Davison was a talented 
pianist who taught piano privately and was a 
member of the Long Island Piano Club. She 
earned a master’s degree in education at 
Columbia University and took a teaching job in 
Wilmington, Del. She and her late husband were 
Quakers, and he was a conscientious objector 
during World War II. He took a position in the 
Civilian Public Service for five years, during 
which time Ms. Davison taught English at the 
High School of Performing Arts in New York 
City. She retired to Florida with her companion 
of 12 years, Milton Zipper, who survives her, as 
does a daughter, a son, and three grandchildren. 
Ms. Davison died August 12, 2013. 


1941 


Lois Muehl earned a master’s degree at the 
University of Iowa. She was a radio newscaster in 
South Carolina and was an ad copywriter in New 
York City before settling in lowa City, where she 
raised her family and wrote children’s books and 
magazine articles. Her first book, My Name is 
____, was a Junior Literary Guild Selection, and 
Worst Room in the School was on the New York 
’“100 Best” list. She served as director of the 
Reading Lab in the University of lowa Rhetoric 
Program. She was a longtime member of the 
University Writers Group and published two 
poetry collections, Dark/Light and The Barking 
Cat and Other Odd Poems. With her husband, 
Siegman, she also taught in special programs for 
African American students in Charlotte, N.C., in 
refugee camps in Thailand, for Asian refugees in 
Merced, Calif., as well as in Korea. Ms. Muehl 


Times 


died August 21, 2013, survived by her 
husband of 69 years, four children, and five 
grandchildren, including Kira Silver ‘09. 


1942 

Stanley Dice was a mathematics professor 
and served in the U.S. Army Air Corps. He is 
survived by his wife of more than 30 years, 
Cora Klick Dice. He died April 9, 2012, at 
Paul’s Run Community in Philadelphia. 


1949 

Dr. Sadayoshi Omoto was attending the 
University of Washington when Americans 
of Japanese ancestry were removed from the 
West Coast following the Japanese attack on 
Pearl Harbor. He was sent to Manzanar 
Relocation Camp but later joined his 

older brothers in the U.S. military before 
coming to Oberlin to resume his studies. He 
earned a master’s degree at Michigan State 
University (MSU) and a PhD in art history at 
Ohio State University, as well as an honorary 
bachelor’s at the University of Washington in 
2008. Dr. Omoto’s 40-year academic career 
included teaching American and Asian art 
and serving as an advisor and mentor to 
students at Bradley College, Wayne State 
University, and MSU, where he taught for 

33 years. He remained active in retirement, 
focusing on creativity and community 
service. He died March 4, 2013, and is 
survived by his wife, Kathryn Bishop Omoto, 
three children, and a grandchild. 


1950 

Dr. Richard Updegraff spent his childhood 
in Miraj, India, where his parents were 
missionaries. He earned his medical degree 
at the University of Pennsylvania Medical 
School and worked with his wife, Virginia, 
also a doctor, in missionary hospitals in 
Turkey, Ghana, and Liberia from 1961- 
1984. They moved to Duluth in 2000. 

Dr. Updegraff died August 23, 2013. He is 
survived by five children; his wife died in 
March 2013. 


{hei 

R. Bruce MacWhorter earned his JD degree 
at the University of Virginia Law School. Mr. 
MacWhorter joined the New York law firm of 
Shearman and Sterling in 1956, was elected 

to the partnership of the firm in 1965, and 
retired after 35 years of distinguished service, 
He was the leader of the firm’s first antitrust 


stand-alone practice group for 20 years, during 
which time the group earned a reputation as 
one of the most respected antitrust practices in 
the United States. A longtime resident of 
Maplewood, N.J., Mr. MacWhorter and his wife 
moved to WindsorMeade in Williamsburg, Va., 
in 2007. He died August 26, 2013, leaving his 
wife, Althea Davis MacWhorter, three daugh- 
ters, and six grandchildren. 


1954 

Roger Meyer earned a law degree at Yale 
University and practiced law in Portland, Ore., 
for a half-century. In 1985 he formed Meyer & 
Wyse, which he led until his retirement. As a 
cooperating attorney for the ACLU of Oregon, 
he represented a woman fighting to strip the 
City Club of Portland of its tax-exempt status 
for its exclusion of women; the suit was 
rendered moot when the club decided to end 
the practice. Mr. Meyer enjoyed the natural 
beauty of the Northwest and was an avid bird 
and duck hunter. From an early age he was an 
avid and adventurous traveler and had a 
lifelong love of dance. He died on September 3, 
2013. His first marriage, to Mary Hoerr Meyer 
56, led to three children, who survive him. He 
is also survived by his wife, Jackie Jeppe, and 
five grandchildren. 


1962 

Tera Ann Singewald Younger spent her career 
working in health policy and management, 
beginning with her Oberlin summer job with 
the Medicare Task Force at Social Security. 

She held a variety of positions in the U.S. Health 
Care Financing Administration in Baltimore, 
New York, and Boston, culminating as the 
national director of program operations for 
Medicare and Medicaid. She earned an MS at 
the Harvard School of Public Health, ran a 
community program at a Boston teaching 
hospital, and was CEO of a medical review 
organization in Boston for six years. In 1992, 
she moved to London, where she worked for the 
National Health Service and was active in her 
church. She died on May 8, 2013. 


1968 

Dr. Merle Morrison Orren, a Chicago native, 
was an accomplished neuropsychologist whose 
career spanned both scholarly research 
(laboratory studies of epilepsy) and clinical 
practice (the rehabilitation of brain-injured 
patients). She earned a PhD in physiological 
psychology at Boston University. In her early 


Ronald Taylor 
Bishop 52 
1934-2013 


BY MICHAEL ROSEN 
DIRECTOR, DIVISION OF 
WOODWINDS, BRASS, AND 
PERCUSSION 


Ron Bishop was a gifted 
musician who had a lifelong 
passion for playing the tuba that 
began when he was just 7 years 
old. He would often be seen 
going to his lessons with the _ 
instrument nestled in a little red 
wagon because the tuba 
weighed more than he did. Short 
stints in the Buffalo 
Philharmonic and San Francisco 
Symphony (and Opera Orchestra) 
led to his appointment by 


where he remained with great 
success until his retirement in 
2005. However, retirement was 
filled with teaching, and he 
continued to maintain a full 
teaching schedule at Baldwin- 
Wallace, the Cleveland Institute 
of Music, and the Oberlin 
Conservatory. He seemed to 
have a special fondness for 
Oberlin, where he taught dozens 
of students during his tenure 
here. One of his most illustrious 
students was David Stull. | find it 
interesting that both men 
worked on commercial fishing 
boats when each was young; 
perhaps a requirement for tuba 
players! 

He earned a bachelor's 
degree in music education at the 
Eastman School of Music, where 
he displayed his athletic ability 
serving as captain of the swim 


master's degree at the 
University of Illinois. It was in 
San Francisco where Ron met his 
bride to be, Marie Elizabeth 
Milburn. This union lasted for 
more than 48 years. Their son 
Christopher and granddaughter 
Isabella would spend summers 
in their beloved rustic cabin on 
Ruston Island off the coast of 
British Columbia that was 
accessible only by boat. 

Ron would often be singled 
out by critics in reviews of the 
orchestra for his lyric playing, 
musicality, virtuosity, and 
beautiful tone. He was also an 
advocate of new music, playing 
with a flair that bordered on the 
delightfully bizarre. Probably the 
most impressive fact about him 
for me was that he won a 
Grammy for a recording with 
PDQ Bach, aka Peter Schickele. 


the musical world, and not just 
by brass players. My fondest 
personal memory of Ron was 
when we played the Rite of 
Spring together in a festival 
orchestra in Brazil. | knew that a 
real pro was in charge and that | 
could count on him for the 
rhythm and pitch on the tuba 
that set up my timpani entrance. 
He cared greatly for his students 
both musically and personally. 
Just two days before he died he 
recommended the person to be 
his replacement at Oberlin. | 
would never know when he 
would show up to teach but | 
would hear him in the hall 
talking in his deep, resonant 
voice that matched his instru- 
ment. His signature beard and 
quick smile displayed a gentle 
soul with a twinkle in his eye—a 
real gentleman! He was 


George Szell as tubist in the 
Cleveland Orchestra in 1967, 


years, she was a star athlete and a talented 
modern dancer. In later years, she was an avid 
reader and a dedicated follower of her Jewish 
heritage. She died June 1, 2011, and is survived 
by her husband of 43 years, Gary Orren ’67, her 


daughter, her son, and her granddaughter. 


1973 
Frederick “Rickey” Black earned an MS in 
geology at the University of Wisconsin in 1977. 
He and his wife, Robin ’72, moved to Oklahoma 
hen he was hired by Gulf Oil. Later, he worked 
for Slawson Oil and eventually started his own 
company, B&W Exploration, in 1988. He was a 
ard member and treasurer of Temple B'nai 
d board member and treasurer of the 
h Federation of Oklahoma City. He made 
nportant contributions to the rebuild- 
berlin’s geology department and to field 
larships. One of the three geology 
enovated with the support of the 
1 in their honor and is affection 
the Black Hole. Mr. Black also 
ny Oklahoma cultural and civic 
iding the Okla! 
i City Philharmonic, and Regional 
Oklahoma. Mr. Black died May 7 


of 35 years and thre 


team for the University of 
Rochester. He went on to earn a 


1oma City Ballet, 


the TAS, 

Alan Epstein earned his law degree at the New 
York University School of Law. He was a 
partner at Hirschen, Singer & Epstein, where he 
devoted his professional life to helping 
developers of supportive and affordable 
housing build homes for those most in need. 
He was widely admired for his diligent and 
creative efforts to expand housing opportunt- 
ties and is credited with making possible 
46,000 units of supportive housing in New York 
today. He was secretary of the board of 
directors of the Supportive Housing Network 
of New York and in 2008 received the Private 
Sector Partner of the Year award. He died 
September 4, 2013, survived by his wife, Rachel 
Miller, and two daughters. = Tara Whitehill 
was born on the island of Guam, where her 
father was serving as a doctor in the U.S. Navy, 
but moved with her family to Hong Kong two 
years later. After college she worked in 
Washington, D.C., for the American 
Psychological Association before moving to 


] Fi | Oo < or Te) e ) 
New York and earning a master's degree 11 


speech language pathology at leacher’s College, 
Columbia University. In 1984 she visited Hong 
Kong on a holiday and ended up staying for 
over 30 years, working as a spee h therapist at 
the John F. Kenn¢ dy Center. onh¢ later joined 


Ron was a devoted teacher 
and mentor known throughout 


hard-working and serious about 
music but knew how to have fun. 


Hong Kong University, where she worked for 25 
years, eventually as full professor, head of 
department, and associate dean. In 2007, Ms. 
Whitehill was made a fellow of the American 
Speech-Language Hearing Association in 
recognition of her professional accomplish- 
ments. She died August 28, 2013, survived by 
her husband, Paul Woodward, and sons 


Christopher and Mark. 


2009 

Grant McAllister Martin was a neuroscience 
researcher in the laboratory of Nobel laureate 
Paul Greengard at Rockefeller University in 
Manhattan. He earned the faculty award for 
academic excellence at Oberlin and continued 
his pursuit of neuroscience as an intern at the 
University of California, San Francisco. He 
coauthored a scientific study, “The Effect of 
Distraction on the Quality of Memory,’ and he 
developed a behav ioral test named the “Martin 
Auditory Normalization Task,” which is still in 
use today. He was also a musician, composer, 
and member of the band Icewater, which was in 
the process of recording a full-length CD. He 
was also an avid hiker and traveler. He died 
unexpectedly and ac identally on July 26, 2013 
and is survived by parents B] and Chris and 


brothel Matty 


“Whatever 
your cause, 
it’s a lost 
cause ona 
dying’ 
planet.” 


Oberlin professor David Orr, during his President's 
Lecture on campus November 8, 2013 


“Quiz; Oberlin 
College 
newspaper 
Or Pope 
Francis s 
Anti- 
Capitalistic 
Apostolic 
Exnortation?” 


Headline for quiz in VanityFair.com, 
6, 2013 


“Yeast, my 


mother 
explained 
now, Is really 
just a bunch 
of bugs 
rooming 
together, 

like Oberlin 
grads in 
Brooklyn— 
eukaryotic 
organisms of 
the fungus 
kingdom, 

kin of 
mushrooms.” 


Adam Gopnik, in “Bread and Women" in the 
ember 4, 2013, New Yorker 


“Journalism) 


IS a way of not 
Srowing Up 
and naving 

to get a Job. 
Which seems 
perfect 

for Oberlin 
students. : 


w York TI toe s White Hou espon 
see speakin oe ten nt jou fale s during a 
campus rahe aa mber 


“Take the folks 


out and about. 
Check out the 
awesome events 
planned for this 
weekend. But 
before they get 
here, don’t forget 
to clean your 
room and hide 
anything that 
might be cause 
for concern.” 
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Dance to 


your heart’s 
content 


Eileen Dettman, ’50, has 
danced since she was five 
years old. You'll see Eileen 
performing Baroque dance 
at Oberlin College. She 
continues her passion for 
the art with classes in tap 
and English Country dance 
at Kendal, where she’s lived 
since 1996. 
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Eileen says “Dance 

is a lifetime love. 

It opens another 
world to my life... 
[just love to dance.” 
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Photograph by Richard Baznik, resident of Kendal at Oberlin 
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